
Conserving Land. 
Connecting People. 
Enriching Lives.

THANK YOU TO OUR LEAD UNDERWRITERS FOR SPONSORING THIS PUBLICATION

Land Trust Field Club tour to the Shavano Valley Rock Art site in Montrose County led by Carol Patterson
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Where are your favorite places in 
western colorado? 

Do they include the stunning valley floor 
between Ridgway and Ouray, nestled under the 
towering San Juan Mountains? The wineries 
and orchards around Palisade or the North Fork 
of the Gunnison Valley? The Lunch Loop trails 
between downtown Grand Junction and the 
Colorado National Monument? Or the Gunnison 
River as waterfowl and Sandhill Cranes make 
their annual migration as they’ve done for millennia?

Like you, we treasure the incredible landscapes that surround 
us. They define our region, contribute immeasurably to our 
quality of life, and form a cornerstone for our economy.  

That’s why we work to protect them. 
From the crest of the San Juan Mountains to the Bookcliffs, 

from the Utah state line to Blue Mesa Reservoir, we partner with 
landowners and communities to conserve the best of western 
Colorado’s iconic landscapes and to connect people to the land 
we all love.  

Protecting and stewarding these places is a task far beyond the 
reach of any single organization, so we partner with landowners, 

agencies, local governments, and others to 
achieve lasting, collaborative conservation 
successes. And now we are partnering with 
three other Western Slope land trusts to amplify 
our voice and increase our effectiveness (see 
the story on page 6).

We’ve accomplished much since our 
founding in 1980. To date, we’ve conserved 
123,000 acres of western Colorado’s most 
important habitat, farms, ranches, and lands. 

But much work remains if we are to leave our children a legacy 
that makes us proud.  

I encourage you to learn more about our work in the pages 
that follow or through our website, cowestlandtrust.org, and 
join us in conserving the lands we love across the West Slope.

ABOVE: Board members gathered for the 2019 Luminaries Luncheon at Talbott’s Farm Market and Tap Room in Palisade. From left to right: 
Margery Fillinger, Chuck McDaniel, Laurian Unnevehr, Jane Quimby, Brad Banulis, Janine Rider, Mike Sewell, Pam Childers, Steve McCall. 
Not pictured: Mercedes Cameron, Sandie Cooper, Zach Eyler, Bill Findlay, Mark Hermundstad, Mike Hoffman, Guy Parker, Larry Traubel.
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Jim lucarelli stands up to 
greet me as I enter the 

reception area for general 
aviation at Montrose Regional 
Airport. “You ready to go?” he 
asks enthusiastically after a 
quick exchange of pleasantries. 

Within minutes of meeting Jim, we 
are sky high in his Cessna 182 with 
a spectacular view of the northern 
end of Black Canyon. He continues to 
follow the winding Gunnison River 
past Pleasure Park and Gunnison River 
Farms toward downtown Delta, where 
he then turns south to show me a series 
of ponds that sit on a beautiful property 
in northern Montrose. 

Jim and his friends—the Fruen and 
McTigue families—co-own the land 
under the name Mallard, Pintail & 
Teal, LLC, a private duck hunting club 
that has worked to cultivate habitat for 
waterfowl here since the early 2000s. 
As we pass overhead, we spot a flock of 
coots paddling around on the largest 
pond, happily surrounded by the thick 
buffer of vegetation that covers the 
shoreline. 

The coots share these rich waters 
with plenty of other birds: mallards, 
red heads, canvasbacks, Wilson’s 
phalaropes, blue-winged teal, Canada 
geese, ruddys, gadwalls, wigeons, 
pintails, sand pipers, and the occasional 
snow goose or stray pelican. 

Wetlands for Waterfowl
Thousands of birds flock to conserved habitat in Montrose County

In March, flocks of over 10,000 birds 
visit the property during their annual 
migration. “It’s a critical resting area 
for them as they head north to their 
breeding grounds,” Jim explains. “Their 
ability to lay and grow a clutch of eggs 
is largely dependent upon how well fed 
and rested they are when they show up 
in prairie pothole country.” Outside the 
duck hunting season, this land remains 
undisturbed for waterfowl and other 
birds who enjoy the feeder corn that can 
be found throughout the valley. 

Jim and his partners were able to 
accomplish so much thanks to the 
diligent help of Rick Schneider from 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife. Now 
retired, Rick helped the Lucarellis, 
Fruens, and McTigues build two ponds 
that are now considered prime habitat 
for waterfowl. 

Then, to ensure that their work is 
never undone, the partners conserved 
the property with the Land Trust. As 
Jim sums it up, “My hope is that these 
ponds stay in place as a resource for 
the ducks. Who knows what the future 
holds for this valley, but I know of one 
place that won’t change too much.” 

Colorado West Land Trust is 
grateful for owners like Jim and his 
partners, who work hard to nurture 
wildlife habitat on their land. With a 
conservation easement in place, they 
can rest assured that future generations 
may enjoy the fruits of their labor.

Jim Lucarelli standing beside his Cessna 182 Skylane

Photo by Lucarelli family

Photo by Dillon Robertson

Story by Dillon Robertson
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We are excited to announce a new alliance of Western 
Slope partners focused on conserving the land we 

love so dearly. West Slope Conservation Partners, a new 
collective effort from four distinct land trusts, celebrates 
our shared interest to create a more interconnected 
conservation community. 

These four organizations span the southwestern corner 
of Colorado: Colorado West Land Trust, Crested Butte Land 
Trust, La Plata Open Space Conservancy, and Montezuma 
Land Conservancy. Together, we have conserved 193,238 
acres throughout the region and are working on ways to 
increase our impact.

Once you live on these lands, they become part of who 
you are. We live, play, work, and hold an intense appreciation 
for this landscape. But without active protection, this land 
won’t be around for future generations to enjoy. Western 
Colorado faces increasing pressures that threaten the land, 
wildlife, and our quintessential lifestyle. Population growth, 
stresses on agriculture, a hotter, drier climate, and increased 

residential development are all demanding more than what 
the land can bear. Agricultural lands alone decrease by 
nearly 690 acres a day in Colorado, and studies in the early 
2000s ranked Colorado as third in the nation for agricultural 
land loss. The time is now to act and strengthen our local 
and regional efforts to protect land.

Our answer to meet these profound challenges is by 
working together. Through this partnership, we hope to 
create a sharper focus and dedicate our efforts to positively 
impact our greatest assets—the communities in which we 
live, and the land we love. Whether it’s protecting more 
acres or offering education programs that reach a broader 
audience, we know that with more hands and heads at the 
table, the opportunities are limitless. 

We hope that you’ll join us by getting involved with your 
local land trust. Together, we can address the challenges 
we face on the Western Slope. After all, this is your place. 
Your life. And your future.

The West Slope Conservation Partners

Rob Bleiberg
Colorado West 

Land Trust

Travis Custer
Montezuma Land 

Conservancy

Noel Durant 
Crested Butte 

Land Trust

Patrick Barker  
La Plata Open 

Space Conservancy

West Slope Conservation Partners

Dear Western Slope Community, 

Land trusts connect to explore new ways to support each other and further conservation
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Building Community  
by Enhancing Access  
to the Monument Corridor

A short drive from downtown Grand Junction to the 
Monument Corridor places you within a sanctuary of 
scenic recreational land. Colorado National Monument 
stands proudly behind the Lunch Loop trails, which 
weave through rolling hills of grassland, sagebrush 
and cedar trees, often hugging the rim of low-lying 
sandstone cliffs. Time spent here gives 
one something difficult to quantify; 
a well-being derived from soaking in 
sunshine and fresh air that feels far 
removed from the white walls and 
fluorescent bulbs of indoor living. It’s 
felt by others, too. 

With over 120,000 visits each year, 
the Lunch Loop along Monument 
Road is Mesa County’s busiest 
trailhead.”Recreationists enjoy the 
wide variety of easy, intermediate, and 
technical trails that exist here. 

In recognition of the area’s immense 
public benefit, Colorado West Land 
Trust (CWLT) has worked alongside a 
host of community partners since 2010 
to protect and enhance the landscape.  
Public visioning sessions over the 
years revealed that people wanted the 
preservation of scenic open space, 
additional trails, and access to the area 
via an off-road path. Incrementally, CWLT has worked 
toward those goals through grassroots fundraising 
campaigns that have resulted in more conserved land, 
more trails, and enhanced access to the area. 

When land along Monument Road went up for 
sale, CWLT raised nearly $2.3 million to purchase, 
conserve, and then deed three properties to the City 

for management. Then, CWLT partnered with the City, 
Mesa County, and the Bureau of Land Management 
to raise over $2.6 million to improve the trailhead 
and connect it to the Colorado Riverfront Trail at Las 
Colonias Park by constructing a paved trail. Soon 
people of all ages and abilities may safely access the 

Lunch Loop area.
Thanks to immense public support, 

the Lunch Loop Connector Trail is 
currently under construction with 
plans to begin work on the trailhead 
improvements soon. To celebrate the 
completion of these projects, a grand 
opening event is being planned for 
the end of this year. Colorado West 
Land Trust then looks forward to 
collaborating with youth and volunteer 
community members to revegetate 
and steward the area to maintain its 
natural beauty.

“We could not have achieved this 
much without the community by our 
side,” stated Libby Collins, CWLT’s 
project manager. “Many people have 
dedicated their time and financial 
resources to help build trails and 
restore native vegetation along the 
Monument Corridor.” 

Although land and trails are the physical manifestation 
of all this work, these projects have also built a strong 
coalition of advocates for open space and outdoor 
recreation in the Grand Valley. We look forward to 
working alongside them in the future, as we continue 
our efforts to protect and enhance valued recreational 
space for the benefit of all.

Libby Collins, CWLT project manager, 
explains the Land Trust’s efforts 

to preserve Three Sisters during a 
wildflower tour at the Lunch Loops

Photo by Alicia Langton

Where People Gather
Story by Dillon Robertson
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to the wonderful landowners, volunteers, partners, and donors who support our 
mission to protect and enhance agricultural land, wildlife habitat and scenic 

lands in western Colorado to benefit the community at large, enrich lives, provide 
opportunities for outdoor recreation, and ensure our connection to land for 

generations to come.

Colorado West Land Trust is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization  
supported by over 600 individual and business donors across our six-county service area.

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM & GOLD UNDERWRITERS FOR SPONSORING THIS PUBLICATION
PLATINUM SPONSORS: GOLD SPONSORS:  

All Metal Welding • Bonsai Design Inc. • Chevron • DT Swiss • Family 
Health West • Flyin’ Miata • Hot Tomato Café • Mountain Power Solutions 
• Pablo’s Pizza • Withers, Seidman, Rice, Mueller, Goodbody, PC

WAYS TO SUPPORT COLORADO WEST LAND 
TRUST

WAYS TO SUPPORT COLORADO WEST LAND TRUST

THANK YOU

December 10th is Colorado Gives Day!

DONATE TODAY!
cowestlandtrust.org

or send a check: 
Colorado West Land Trust 

1006 Main Street 
Grand Junction, CO  81501

Preschedule your donation beginning 
November 1 to Give Where You Live 
and support Colorado West Land 
Trust. Visit our website for more 
information. 

LEAVE A LEGACY
Consider a gift to CWLT in will or 

estate plans

VOLUNTEER
Give us a call at 970.263.5443

cowestlandtrust.org

Bob & Nancy Wilson, Angelina Salazar, and Van 
Graham at this year’s reunion of past and present 

board members at Talbott’s Farm Market & Tap Room

Margery Fillinger and Barbara Chamberlin celebrate 
with Ernie McHugh, who was the recipient of CWLT’s 
2019 Volunteer of the Year award during the spring 
annual picnic at Snooks Bottom in Fruita last May 

During a field trip to Plateau Valley, we had a captive 
audience as we toured one of the conserved ranches

CONNECT 
Find us on Facebook  

and Instagram


