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The Campbell & Sons
Ranch is Conserved

By Dillon Robertson

Calvin Campbell hops in the passenger seat of my
vehicle and then we take a gravel road that runs
through his property. Hayfields surround us as we head
toward a stretch of the North Fork of the Gunnison
River, where he has an irrigation diversion.

“During high water years in the past, the river would
flood and erode large pieces of ground that would
cause problems for us,” Calvin explains. “We did a
large project out here with the Colorado Riparian
Association to fix that”

From the mid-"90s through the early 2000s, Calvin

and a group of neighboring landowners worked with

hydrologists to stabilize the riverbank and control
erosion. Their efforts became a massive project that

implemented forward-thinking strategies.

Calvin then points to a field as we continue down

the gravel road: “In the past, we used a continuous
grazing system out here to keep cows in certain areas,
but that’s hard to do effectively. So now we put up a
lot of temporary electric fences with about 10 to 15
paddocks to control where the cows graze. By moving
a bigger herd in a systematic way, we can reduce their
eating selectivity and limit their time in one area.”

The system earned the Campbells the “Excellence in

Rangeland Conservation Award” from the Society for

Range Management.

To understand the significance of these achievements,
consider the scope and setting of the Campbell & Sons
Ranch—it is the centerpiece of the North Fork Valley
floor between Hotchkiss and Paonia. They manage
one of the largest intact remaining ranches in the

area, encompassing a mosaic of irrigated hayfields and
pastures, native shrublands, and nearly 1.25 miles of
the North Fork River. The land also provides crucial
forage, cover, and breeding habitat for large herds of
elk, deer, and other wildlife.

For five generations, the Campbell family has ranched
here—Dby extension, they care for the riparian areas,
woods, and meadows that strongly contribute to the
scenic value of the arca. Those values are now formally
conserved. At the end of April, Colorado West Land
Trust and the Campbells completed a conservation

easement on 410 acres of land.

As we stand under the shade of a cottonwood tree,
Calvin tells me about how each generation of his

family cared for the ranch. How development can
change things, how Fruita and Loma used to look

when he was a kid, and how elk now struggle to

migrate as they once did. Over the decades, houses
went up and the elk herd numbers declined. Lights
from houses now fade the stars where open land once
stood. It becomes clear to me why the Campbells
wanted to conserve their land—it’s a nod to the past
and a gift to the future. A swath of space between
Hotchkiss and Paonia where the stars won’t fade

and the elk may roam. I can only imagine that future

generations will appreciate that gift.



Wet meadows on Glade Park, degraded due to
prolonged drought, use impacts, and the elimination
of beavers from the landscape, are being restored
thanks to volunteers working with Colorado West
Land Trust Conservation Manager, David Varner.
Each spring and fall Varner leads groups of 10-15
volunteers on daylong work sessions to protect these
wetlands, important for wildlife, wildfire mitigation,

and watershed integrity.

Volunteers move soil, carry and place rocks, and

weave pine and willow branches into beaver dam-like
structures, which temporarily detains the flow of water
and raises the streambed, reconnecting the stream

to its floodplain, the meadow. Volunteers cut willow
poles from healthy stands and plant them in the
structures to further anchor them for future habitat,

should beavers return.

On other conserved Glade Park properties, volunteers
are converting unmaintained fences that are hazardous
to wildlife and humans alike, into “wildlife friendly”
fences, which are still effective for containing livestock.
The removal of these hazards by Land Trust volunteers
protects wildlife migration corridors allowing big game
and other wildlife to move between public and private

lands and access alternative pastures.

“Volunteers enable us to do significant work improving
the conditions of conserved lands,” Varner said. “The
landowner and the Land Trust benefit by increasing
the ecological value of the property, and volunteers get
the opportunity to connect with and improve the value

of Western Colorado’s natural resources.”

Glade Park Volunteers, Merce Cameron and Kathy Portner work on fence removal project

A RESTORE Colorado grant is currently funding the
restoration on Glade Park.

Volunteers are also doing important restoration work
along the Monument Trail, a paved pathway connect-
ing the Colorado Riverfront Trail to the Lunch Loop
trail system off Monument Road. For the past three
years “Monument Stewards” have been revegetating the
area where the soil was disturbed during the construc-
tion of the trail in 2019. These volunteers are diverse

in age and knowledge, but there is always something to
do for anyone who wants to participate. The Stewards

welcome other groups as well, including the Mesa

County Trail Crew, REI staff, and Alpine Bank staff.

Kathy Portner and her husband Keith Fife volunteer
weekly as Monument Stewards. They dig up invasive
plants like Russian thistle and kosha, collect native
plant seeds, plant desirable species, and irrigate the new
plantings with hoses connected to mobile water tanks.
“It’s rewarding when we free rabbitbrush and willows
from the invasive species,” Portner said. “It’s fun. I'm

learning about the plants, which is really cool.”

Eureka! McConnell Science Museum is partnering
with the Land Trust, co-directing volunteers and
running youth programming along the Monument
Trail. Kids are learning about native plants and what
it means to be good stewards of the land. “Together,
we are always teaching about conservation, native
plants and wildlife habitat,” said project manager,
Libby Collins. “We want to expand this outdoor
learning environment for youth programs, volunteer

Stewards, and trail users.”

Kids warking on Monument Trail restoration project, photo by Robb Reece

Monument Stewards clean seeds for spring planting

In recent years volunteers have played a vital
role in supporting Colorado West Land Trust's
efforts to steward conserved lands. These

dedicated individuals have donated hundreds
of hours learning from experts and working to

restore habitat on both private and public land.
If you are interested in learning more about our
2023 volunteer opportunities give Libby a call at
970-263-5443.
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A Haven for Wildlife
on Fruitland Mesa

By Dillon Robertson

Itis a rare gift to know someone who has nurtured and
retained their exuberance for life. The naturalist has an
insatiable desire to learn something new and then share
it with others. Spend any length of time around them
and you'll find yourself peering through binoculars at

a chipping sparrow or on all fours inspecting a snow
flea. You can’t help but be drawn to someone like

this, which is exactly how Carole Lazo describes her
relationship with her late husband, Chris.

The Lazos complimented each other perfectly— Chris
taught Carole how to identify birds and Carole taught
Chris how to photograph them. Each year, they would
combine their talents to produce a planner for friends

and family, filled not only with space for list-making
but also with photos and stories of the animals on their
land. They had worked together over the years to piece
together properties and then enhance them for the

benefit of wildlife.

Between the Smith Fork of the Gunnison River

and Red Canyon in eastern Delta County, the Lazo
property sits on a large plateau called Fruitland Mesa.
Adjacent to BLM and other private conserved land,
the Lazo property adds to a large block of contiguous
protected habitat. Standing on it, one may view the
West Elk Mountains to the east, Black Canyon of the

Gunnison to the south, and Gunnison Gorge to the

west. It is now a 146-acre haven for wildlife, which is

how Chris and Carole wanted it to remain forever.

In 2021, they decided to conserve their land with
Colorado West Land Trust, but Chris passed away
before the process was complete. His sister and broth-
er-in-law, Sandy and Don, stepped in to help Carole
fulfill the dream. Last May, the land was conserved
allowing Chris’ legacy to live on forever.

The animals that live there may now do so undisturbed
by humans for years to come. Prairie dogs are free to
dig their burrows, which in turn provide shelter and

nesting habitat for other animals. Songbirds of all
kinds may nest in the shrubs and golden eagles, red-
tailed hawks, great-horned owls, and American kestrels
are free to sit on branches and fence posts. Red foxes,
bobcats, badgers, skunks, voles, and shrews may ramble
through the underbrush. The list of all the species that
benefit from the land is extensive; conserving it has

ensured that their habitat is available forever.

The project was a wonderful tribute to Chris’ life, and
we look forward to our continued connection with
Carole as she enjoys the land she helped conserve. It
is because of landowners, like the Lazos, that we look

forward to a bright future on the Western Slope—
with conserved habitat and open space available for

future generations.



People of all ages and abilities can be seen recreating
daily on the Monument Trail, which connects the
Colorado Riverfront Trail to the Lunch Loop trail
system. Bicyclists, skateboarders, pedestrians, and
parents pushing baby strollers are among the users of
this paved pathway. The city of Grand Junction built
the trail in 2019, with the Land Trust leading the effort
to improve trail connectivity and outdoor access along

the Monument Road corridor.

Building the paved trail has attracted more diverse
outdoor enthusiasts to the area, in addition to the
hikers, runners, and mountain bikers attracted by the

Lunch Loop’s technical single-track trails.

Opver the past year, the Land Trust has fundraised and
planned for the next segment of the trail — dubbed
“the missing link” — which will extend the pathway up
Monument Road towards its intersection with South
Camp Road. The Land Trust partnered with the City
of Grand Junction, Bureau of Land Management,
Mesa County, COPMOBA, (Colorado Platcau

Mountain Bike Trail Association), and trail users to

plan this new section of trail, which will follow along
No-Thoroughfare Wash and connect with the Redlands
Loop on South Camp Road. The Land Trust purchased
20 acres in 2020 to secure land for the new segment of
the trail as well as provide additional public open space.

Construction of the trail is slated to begin later this year.

Collaborating with the City of Grand Junction, the
Land Trust helped raise $1.8 million last year for

the project, with funds coming from the City, Great
Outdoors Colorado, One Riverfront, the Goodwin
Foundation, the Bacon Family Foundation, El Pomar
Foundation, the Christi Reece Group Circle Fund, and

private donors.

Completing this portion of the trail will create the
Redlands Loop, a ten-mile, off-road paved circuit,
connecting the Lunch Loop Trailhead, Redlands
neighborhoods, Connected Lakes State Park and the
Audubon Preserve, the Colorado Riverfront Trail, and
downtown Grand Junction. Project manager Libby
Collins expects to see more bike commuters, as well as

recreationists with the completion of this “missing link.”

The Manument Trail provides a safe biking
path and an outdoor classroam, photos by
Robb Reece Photography



Tha n k YO u To Our Generous Supporters

We honor the wishes of those who ask that we not publish their names. If we have inadvertently omitted
or misspelled your name, please accept our apology and let us know. This list represents donations from

Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2022.
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