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None of us could have anticipated the enormous changes 
that 2020 brought to us. In every facet of our personal and 
professional lives, we’ve had to adapt. Often these changes 
have been unpleasant at best, and harmful to our ways of 
life and our livelihoods at worst. We are happy to report that 
Colorado West Land Trust has adapted quite well and has 
forged ahead with exciting projects across the Western Slope.

Adopting the necessary health and safety guidelines has 
forced big changes in the way we work. The office is officially 
closed for business. Our staff work remotely from home or 
in the office one or two at a time. All of our social events—
where we get to mingle with you, our dear friends—have 
been canceled. Board and staff meetings take place on Zoom. 
Perhaps most disappointingly, we’ve had to cancel the many in-
person events we’d planned to celebrate our 40th Anniversary. 
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With gratitude,
From the staff and the board of CWLT,

Fortunately, thanks to dedicated staff members and our 
supporters, 2020 has been an extraordinarily productive year, 
full of exciting accomplishments. We trust that you’ll enjoy 
reading about the Land Trust’s work in the pages that follow. 
You will see how we’ve gained ground in protecting critical 
landscapes, fostered stewardship of our natural resources, and 
connected our community to nature.  

Agriculture, outdoor recreation, wildlife, scenic beauty—
these features define western Colorado, and we are committed 
to preserving them. Our determination to protect the 
character of western Colorado never wanes. With you beside 
us, we will continue to succeed.

THANK YOU. You have made these accomplishments 
possible. Your continuing enthusiasm for our mission has 
allowed us to keep moving forward.

Janine Rider
President
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Unless you lived through it, it’s hard to imagine 
the oil shale boom tsunami that washed over 
western Colorado in the late 1970s and into 
early 1980s. Thousands of workers from around the 

country poured into the region, the first wave of an estimated 
1.5M new residents that would transform the Western Slope. 
Led by Exxon spending of $1M per day, more than a dozen oil 
companies made plans to invest over $20 billion to extract oil 
from the ubiquitous “rock that burns.”

While some envisioned riches and progress, a group of 
Palisade farmers saw something else: an existential threat to 
their heritage and way of life. Harry & Bonnie Talbott, John 
& Doris Butler, Ivan & Jane Wood, Herman Allamaras, Blaine 
Derrick and others organized and took action to protect 
farms. Some joined the county planning commission while 
others made proposals to the general county commission. 
They learned a discouraging truth—local government was ill-
equipped to conserve important places in the face of intense 
development pressures. “Wild-eyed radicals” is how Harry 
Talbott says he and the other founders were regarded by many 
in town.

Through a series of serendipitous events, the founders learned 
about land trusts. And thus in 1980, seated around Ivan & Jane 
Woods’ kitchen table, they established Mesa County Land 
Conservancy, one of the nation’s first conservation groups 
created by farmers to protect agricultural land. Then the boom 
went bust.

Harry Talbott likes to say that persistence alone is omnipotent, 
and the story of the Land Trust is a case in point. For more than 
a decade, the all-volunteer conservancy made modest progress. 
But the founders, joined by Mike & Blakely Mechau, persisted, 
understanding that a next boom would come and that Palisade’s 
farmland represented an enduring value worthy of long-term 
protection. 

Fifteen years after its founding, and still led by dedicated 
volunteers, the Land Trust secured funding from Great 
Outdoors Colorado and began a new chapter as a professionally 
staffed organization. With increasing community support 
and an infusion of new board members, the organization  
flourished.   



Celebrating 40 Years ~continued
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Current and former board members at our 2019 Luminaries Luncheon event to celebrate their contributions over the years.

 

“I had the good fortune of being the second attempt at a first 
hire, and joined the organization in 1996,” says Rob Bleiberg, the 
current executive director. “Two things amaze me about the 
founders. First, their dedication and stamina—they wandered 
in the desert for more than a decade during the quiet years, but 
they never lost faith. Second, they embraced new leadership 
and change. Stories of Founder’s Syndrome—when passionate 
founders won’t let go of power and stifle an organization’s 
development—are legion in the nonprofit world. This group 
of Palisade farmers, however, enthusiastically welcomed new 
leaders and new ideas.”  

A remarkable group of respected, effective individuals 
followed the founders and guided the Land Trust forward. Skip 
Mottram, Lee Ambrose, Mel Rettig, John Pabst, Bill Prakken, 
Miffy Blozvich, Max Stites, Van Graham, Steve McCall, Chuck 
McDaniel, and Janine Rider have all served as board presidents, 
contributing invaluable leadership and representing dozens 
of board members who’ve quietly worked on behalf of the 
community and shaped the region’s future. For the Land Trust’s 
Founders, the organization’s broad community support and 
achievements validate their years of hard work.

The past four decades of active conservation on the Western 
Slope demonstrate the power of our mission. We have grown 
steadily and now boast a region of protected lands that reach 
from just over the Utah state line to Blue Mesa Reservoir, from 
the Book Cliffs to heart of the San Juans. 

We share a love of western Colorado—be it with a farmer, 
rancher, recreationist, or conservationist—and we all want to 
protect what we have here: a place to call home. 

This year, we celebrate all of you who have brought us this far: 
the founders who dreamt of protecting their peach farms; the 
board members who have guided the organization; the farmers 
who have protected their farms and sustained our local food 
supply; the ranchers who have preserved their family’s heritage 
and vast swaths of wildlife habitat; the local governments and 
public partners who have enhanced access to the outdoors; the 
landowners who protect scenic open space, rivers, and wildlife 
corridors; and the many others who have donated, volunteered, 
or shared their support.   

Ultimately, the story of the Land Trust is one of community 
coming together to protect what we hold precious.  

And it is your story, too. For decades, you have stood sentinel, 
keeping watch of the landscapes that sustain and inspire us. 
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community have been hallmarks of 
the Land Trust’s work over the past 40 
years, so its ability to thrive in changing 
conditions should not be surprising. 
During this year of uncertainty, the 
organization continues to chart its 
course forward. 

CONSERVATION PLANNING 
As the newly merged CWLT embraces 

its six-county region, the organization is 
developing a new conservation plan to 
identify priorities and focus resources. 
In the face of population growth, 
increased demand for water resources, 
development pressure on farmers and 
ranchers, a surge in outdoor recreation, 
and warmer, drier conditions, the new 
plan will equip us to make the greatest 
conservation impact for this precious 
region. We expect to have a completed 
plan by this coming spring. 

IMPROVING  
LANDSCAPES & ENSURING 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Once a new conservation project is 
complete, our work is just beginning. 
We routinely partner with landowners 
to pilot stewardship projects that will 
improve habitat and landscape resilience. 
Our forest health work, featured on 
page 12, is one example of this. With 
125,000 conserved acres, this presents a 
wonderful opportunity to make a lasting 
impact at scale.

T    his March, as the pandemic 
upended our world, the Land 
Trust quickly transitioned to life 

behind a computer screen. We had to 
change in many ways— by cancelling 
events, slimming down budgets, 
drafting contingency plans, and finding 
alternatives to in person meetings, for 
example—but we have fared well, thanks 
to generous support from our many 
friends and partners. The Land Trust 
continues to adjust to our changing 
environment and 2021 is bright with 
potential. 

Our ability to adapt has been crucial 
to our resilience and success this 
tumultuous year. Here are a few ways 
we’ve risen to the challenges of 2020.
 
MERGING 
 

Black Canyon Regional Land Trust and 
Colorado West Land Trust merged this 
fall, creating a more efficient organization 
better equipped to meet the challenges 
of protecting the incredible landscapes 
of the Western Slope.
 
REMOTE MONITORING 
 

In  response to the pandemic, CWLT 
shifted to satelite imagery to monitor 
conserved properties. This safety-driven 
change made us more efficient and 
provided us experience with new tools 
that we’ll incorporate in our future work.

Adaptation and the identification 
of new opportunities to serve the 

Adaptation & Preparing for the Future

Moreover, to ensure our work is viable 
over the long-haul, we have developed 
a financial model that will inform and 
guide future decisions. We will soon 
embark on a fundraising effort to 
capitalize our stewardship fund so we  
are best able to fulfill our promise to 
protect lands in perpetuity.

Our success relies upon building 
and maintaining relationships with 
ranchers, farmers, outdoor recreationists, 
conservationists, and our many other 
partners and supporters. As we move 
forward, we remain focused on serving 
the conservation needs of the Western 
Slope in an inclusive and effective 
manner. Land conservation is long-term, 
and we are relentless so our communities 
can be resilient. 

An example property as seen during an 
aerial monitoring visit.
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By Dillon Robertson

In a rapidly urbanizing world, Paonia is still the kind of place 
where neighbors know each other by name and people 
offer friendly waves as they cross paths on quiet roads. 

If this relaxed and friendly demeanor 
is born of rural etiquette, it is cemented 
by the scenery. It is gorgeous in the 
North Fork Valley, as the last bits of 
snow from a late-October squall melt 
in patches of shade. Country roads 
weave though flannel plains with a 
skyline marked by Mount Lamborn 
and Landsend Peak, not far off. 

A long dirt road leads the way to 
The Living Farm, where owners Tom 
and Lynn Gillespie run an impressive 
operation alongside their grown 
children, Mike, Ben, and Jenny. 

Lynn is waiting to greet me as I park 
the car in front of their shop. After 
exchanging pleasantries, I ask her to 
lead the way and she takes me to the 
middle of a nearby field. Sheep begin 

to gather around us and Lynn politely greets them: “Hi Bunny! 
Hi Moon! Hello Marsha. Autumn, do you want to say ‘hello’ 
too?” 

She knows them all by name, I’m 
convinced, and they continue to 
crowd around us as Lynn tells me 
about the farm. 

Here is a quick tally of the facts: 
they have 9,000 square feet of indoor 
greenhouse space and 11,000 square 
feet of outdoor vegetable gardens; 
they operate a CSA; they service a 
couple restaurants; they grow hay, 
grains, and silage; they have around 
50 cows, 100 sheep, thousands of 
chickens, and a few pigs. Wool from 
the sheep is used to make felted 
products: mittens, hats, gloves, and 
slippers. Mike is the owner and 
executive chef of The Living Farm Café 
and Inn in downtown Paonia.  Lynn 
is also an author, blogger, vlogger, 
teacher, and mother. 

The Living Farm

Tom and Lynn in the doorway of one of their 
greenhouses.
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There is simply too much credit to catalogue here, so let’s just 
call the Gillespies hard workers. 

Tom and Lynn first heard about the Land Trust—in this 
case Black Canyon Regional Land Trust—around 2005 and 
subsequently decided to conserve their property.

Lynn explains their motivation: “We wanted this farm to stay 
a farm and to pass it down through the generations but don’t 
want it to get divided up. 

So, we went ahead and conserved the land and were able to 
take the proceeds from the tax sales and get the mortgage off 
the farm. We are pretty much mortgage free now. 

That’s huge. If you want to survive in farming you can’t carry 
a debt load. So that was our decision, and we are pretty happy 
that we did it.” 

The Gillespie’s neighbors took notice: “When you look out, 
we’ve got Dave Herz up on the hill, Karl Burns right next to us, 
and Willy Kistler right behind us,” says Lynn, as she points in 
different locations around us. “We told them, ‘You guys ought 
to check this out,’ and they did. These are the last few big farms 
in terms of acreage around here; all the others are already split 
up.” 

The process of landscape-scale private conservation across 
the Western Slope often happens like this: clusters of landowners 
in the same region will contact the Land Trust after seeing 
what their trusted neighbor has done. The justifications may 
be nuanced and many, best understood and communicated 
by farmers and ranchers who serve as local expertise. In short, 
landowners are our best advertisement. 

When I asked Lynn what she would say to other landowners 
looking to conserve their land, she didn’t hesitate to share her 
thoughts: “I would say do it. You only have this opportunity to 
keep it from getting developed. We need open space and we 
need farms. Living here is the best thing that’s ever happened 
to us; look at what we get to see every single day.” 

With their land in a conservation easement, the Gillespies 
can rest assured that their farm—and their view—will remain 
protected by the Land Trust for generations to come. 

To learn more about  
The Living Farm, visit  
their website at  
thelivingfarm.org. 

Lynn showing how to use a carding machine to clean 
and disentangle wool fibers.

Clusters of conserved 
properties form where 
neighbors are trusted, 
as one can see from this 
map of the North Fork 
Valley.
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Individual donors 
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Foundations
Government 
Other nonprofits
In-kind
Other support
Investment income
Easement and land  
contributions

Programs
Management and General
Development
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42,073+ acres 
of Gunnison Sage Grouse range

15,372  
irrigated acres

7,406+ acres 
of streams and river frontage

2,507 acres  
of preserved fruit land in 
Mesa and Delta counties 13,630

acres along four Scenic 
Byways
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Colorado West Land Trust 
Service Area Map 2020

125,000 
acres preserved
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600
conservation agreements

112,532 acres  
of winter range for big   

game animals
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The Monument Corridor: 
Building Community by Enhancing 

Access

Never before has our mission to connect people  
to nature and the outdoors been so important. 

The corner of Monument 
and South Camp Roads.

Dubbed Jurassic Flats by locals. Photo by Robb Reece Photography



COLORADO WEST LAND TRUST • PAGE 9

Cycle Effect girls on the trail.

The new Monument Trail 
sign during the ribbon 
cutting event.

Restoration Ecologist, David Varner, receives 
a helping hand from his daughter, Lucia.

Eureka! students working to restore native 
vegetation along the new Monument Trail.

Monument Road conservation 
has led to opportunities to 
involve youth in recreation and 
stewardship activities. 
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By Libby Collins

Colorado West Land Trust is partnering with the owners 
of conserved land in Ouray County and the West Region 

Wildfire Council (WRWC) to improve forest health and 
wildlife habitat on a spectacularly scenic 140-acre property 
overlooking Dallas Divide, while significantly mitigating the 
risk of catastrophic wildfire for neighboring ranch land and 
residences. 

This work is part of a larger collaborative effort by CWLT 
and WRWC to expand forest health stewardship on private 
conserved lands throughout the region. Through extensive 
GIS mapping, the two organizations are assessing conserved 
properties and determining where they can have greatest 
impact on reducing the threat of wildfire and safeguarding 
important habitat. CWLT will reach out to the owners of priority 

properties and partner with those interested in improving the 
health of forests on their land.

A demonstration project north of Ridgway illustrates the 
potential of this collaboration. Landowners Jay and Kathy 
Montgomery, their son Nathan and daughter Ashley, and 
cousin, John Fick, have worked intensively with CWLT, WRWC, 
and local wildlife and plant experts to plan wildfire mitigation 
treatments that enhance the conservation values of the 
property. With funding from Great Outdoors Colorado, CWLT 
and the WRWC plan to complete work over the winter months 
that will include thinning and removing invasive species, 
reseeding for native vegetation, and creating a strategic fire 
break. 

Wildfire Mitigation is a Team Effort  
in Ouray County

An interdisciplinary team of experts met with CWLT and landowners to discuss methods for addressing certain vegetation 
conditions that lead to extreme fire behavior.
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P L A N N E D  G I V I N G

L           ast year, Colorado West Land Trust lost a dear friend and committed supporter. Following  
her passing, we were notified that her estate plans included one last gift to the Land Trust—the 

organization had been named as a beneficiary on both an annuity and a retirement account. 

This unexpected gift was transformative for CWLT, allowing us to better serve regional conservation 
needs and helping to secure the Land Trust’s future. Though we were never able to thank that donor during 
her lifetime, the impact of this donation cannot be understated. 

As we celebrate Colorado West Land Trust’s 40th anniversary this year, we are planning for the next 40 and beyond. As I think about 
this donor and her incredibly generous gift, and about the others who have told us that they are making provisions for the Land Trust 
in their estate plans, I am humbled and thankful that so many share our vision for the future of western Colorado. 

If you are considering naming Colorado West Land Trust in your will or estate plans, or if you would like more information about 
leaving a charitable bequest, please let me know; Rob or I would be delighted to visit with you. If you have already provided for CWLT 
in your future plans, please let me know. I would love to add you to our growing list of Legacy Society members.   

Mary Hughes, Development Director
mary@cowestlandtrust.org

Become a Monthly 
Sustaining Partner

Pam and Malcolm Childers built their home and moved to 
the Grand Valley in 2008 because it was one of the most 

diversely beautiful places they had ever seen. As an artist and 
photographer, Malcolm describes it as “an endlessly changing 
heaven.” 

They both became involved in Colorado West Land Trust’s 
work to conserve, preserve, and share “what matters most to 
us all.” Pam began as a volunteer and continues her support 
on the Board of Directors because “I want to protect the 
wild spaces for plants and animals as the population grows.” 
Malcolm’s photographs celebrate the beauty that the Land 
Trust has already preserved. They both value all that CWLT 
does, so donating monthly is one of the important ways they 
support the Land Trust throughout the year. 

The Land Trust’s efforts preserve the lands that produce 
local food and wine, the scenic open space and recreational 
areas, and the natural wildlife and riparian habitats that are 
this region’s heritage. 

Pam and Malcolm “wish to sustain our environment 
for future generations, and we encourage you to join us as 
Monthly Sustaining Partners.” Visit cowestlandtrust.org/
donate to get started. 

Mary Hughes

YOUR DONATIONS MATCHED!

Malcolm and Pam Childers 

Become a Monthly Sustaining Partner by the 
end of the fiscal year, April 30, 2021, and  

your donations will be matched each 
month for one year.   

Visit www.cowestlandtrust.org to get started.
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Conservation Easement Donors
Colorado West Land Trust (Jurassic Flats)
Johnson Ranch
Menoken Farms 

Public Sector Partners
City of Fruita
City of Grand Junction
Great Outdoors Colorado
Natural Resources Conservation Services
Town of Palisade

Conservation Partners
Keep it Colorado
Land Trust Alliance
RiversEdge West

Private Foundations and Trusts
Agua Fund Inc.
Alchemy Foundation
BeP EarthWise Foundation
Colorado Gives, Community First Foundation
 The Colorado Trust Directed Contributions Program  
 at the request of Mr. John P. Hopkins.   
Forever Our Rivers Foundation
The Harris Family Foundation
Keep It Colorado
Land Trust Alliance
LP Brown Foundation
Sara Ransford, The Arches Foundation
RiversEdge West
Sessions Family Foundation 
Western Colorado Community Foundation
 Jesse and Betsy Boyce Fund
 Barb and Ed Chamberlin Giving Fund
 Cushman-Quimby Fund
 Kate and Bob Denning Fund
 Bruce Dixson Fund
Reed Charitable Fund
William S. and Mai N. Robinson Charitable Trust
Wilson Family Foundation

Find Your 40 Matching Campaign
The Spydell Family
Anonymous 

Local Service Clubs
Grand Junction Lions Club

Business Sponsors
1st Choice Real Estate
Abstract and Title of Mesa County
All Metals Welding 
Alpine Bank
Bio-Logic
Bonsai Design
Bray Real Estate
Carlson Vineyards
Chadwick, Steinkirchner & Davis
Chevron Corp
Collins, Cockrell & Cole
CropwoRx
DT Swiss
Eric Lusby, State Farm 
Flyin’ Miata
Grand Junction Subaru
Grand Valley Books
Hockersmith and Whitmore, LLC
Hoskin, Farina & Kampf P.C. 
Hot Tomato Café and Pizzeria 
KAART Group LLC
Land Title Guarantee Co. 
Lone Eagle Land Brokerage, Inc.
Mandy Harter, RE/MAX 4000

MIRR Ranch Group, Tommy Latousek 
Montrose Auto Body
Mountain Power Solutions
MRP
Networks Unlimited
No Coast Sushi 
Pablo’s Pizza
Palisade Café & Wine Bar
Redwood Financial
REI 
RockyMounts, Inc.
Ruby Canyon Engineering
Sagal Law, LLC
Timberline Bank
Wanebo, Love, Keller, Mendenhall, Smith Group, 
Wells Fargo Advisors
Western States Ranches
Withers, Seidman, Rice, Mueller, Goodbody P.C.  

In-Kind Business Partners
Bechtel, Santo & Severn, Attorneys at Law
Carlson Vineyards
Palisade Brewing Co.
Talbott’s Cider Co. 
The Liquor Store – Montrose

Event Hosts
Talbott’s Farm Market & Taproom 

In Honor and Memory
In Memory of K. Eric Alpha
Cheryl Alpha
In Memory of Lois E. Byrom
John Byrom
In Memory of Keith Marlow
April Marlow
In Memory of Janice Quail Langum
Ernie and Janelle McHugh
In Memory of Deedee Mayer
Rebecca Frank  
In Memory of Dr. William Patterson
Jane Quimby 
In Memory of Tim Sewell
Anonymous
In Memory of Donna and Bill Turner
Linda Love
In Memory of Russ Walker
Dusty Dunbar
In Honor of Meghan Cline
Bella Vaz
In Honor of JoAnn Dufty
Kimberly Dufty 
In Honor of Margery Fillinger
Elizabeth Wheeler
In Honor of Verda Patterson
Max and Vicki Stites
Ellie Young 
In Honor of Charlie Quimby and Susan Cushman
Richard and Joan Quimby
In Honor of Scott and Kathryn Spangler
Katherine Segal 
In Honor of Max and Vicki Stites
Verda Patterson 
In Honor of David Weir
Erica Weir

Benefactors
Cheryl Alpha
Lee and Kay Ambrose
Drew and Tina Armstrong
Rob Bleiberg and Sheri Covey
Phyllis Brownson
Robert and Holly Brownson
George and Judy Callison
Mercedes Cameron and Roberta Nieslanik

Parker and Mary Carlson
Barbara and Ed Chamberlin
Pamela and Malcolm Childers
Karen Combs and Lynn Wegener
Jon Davison and Sally Cruikshank
Matthew and Angela Deeths
Averill Doering
Evan and Kim Ela, Buzzard’s Roost LLC
Steve and Lysa ErkenBrack
Zach and Laken Eyler
Norman and Margery Fillinger
William and Jane Findlay
Robert and Ann Hanson
Doug and Kerry Harris
Steve and Robin Heil
John and Penny Hopkins
Ann Hughes, Pat Hubbard and Erin Hubbard
William and Anna Hutchins
Ken and Rose Marie Johnson
Larry and Martha Jones
Theresa Kupecz Louden and Charlie Louden
Helen Love and Arvid Koppang
Danni Langdon and Carl Jacobson
Thomas Latousek
Don MacKendrick
James and Susan Maclean
Chuck and Kendra McDaniel
Joseph and Linda Moreng
Della Mottram
Jan Muyskens
John Nelson
Amy Nuernberg and Owen O’Fallon
Brian and Joyce Olson
Barb Parish and Gary Roberts
William and Judith Prakken
Doug Quimby
Teri Rawlins-Cardell and Bill Cardell
Redstone Estates Homeowners Association
Roger and Rita Shenkel
Steve Smith
Charles and Carolyn Stratton
Scott and Sheelagh Williams
Randy Spydell and Debra Clark
Ken and Rebecca Storck
Gus and Gwen Sublette
Harry and Bonnie Talbott
Larry and Angela Traubel 
Laurian Unnevehr and Jerry Nelson
Lenna and Steve Watson
Joe and Del Wharton
George Wheeler
Scott and Sheelagh Williams
Hollis Wilson
Nancy and Bob Wilson

Patrons
Ivan Alkes
Anonymous
Tony Bates and Sharon Weidner
Drew and Carrie Bennett
David and Ann Brach
Charles and Robbie Breaux
Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher
Christian and Beth Buys
Stan and Cindy Carlson
Clay and Harriet Carpenter
Kate Denning
Joan Fay
Tim and Christy Fry
James and Donna Gardner
Natalie Gehl
Russell and Julie Gillis
Mark and Catherine Green
Jim and Betsy Greslin
Dean and Mary Harris
Janice Harshman
John and Glenda Heideman
Craig Hughes and Karin Lee Hughes
Joan Humphrey

Doug and Laura Johnston
Dale and Jan Jones
David Jones
Pat and Cindy Kennedy
Marilee Langfitt
Doug and Susan Lucks
Brian and Linda Mahoney
Cynthia Malleck
Margie Wilson and Frank Cooley,  
 Grand Valley Books
Ernie and Janelle McHugh
Neil and Linda Mendenhall
Lyle Nichols and Dorothy Espe
Peter Nichols
Gordon Nicholson and Lay Chin  
 Chew-Nicholson
John and Cathey Pabst
Charles and Marsha Parker
Donna Patterson
Wanda Wray Putnam
Jane Quimby and Gerry Cowhig
Erik Rasmussen
Earl and Cindy Rhodes
Stephen and Laura Rossetter
Judith Sellers
R. Mike and Jean Sewell
Gary and Deborah Stetler
Max and Vicki Stites
Dana and Lindsey Thomas
Barry and Gail Tuohig
Ivan and Jane Wood

Donors
Lawrence and Ruthmary Allison
Susan and Jim Anker
Charlie and Janice Ashton
Barry and Susan Lowe
David Becher
Marcia Bilbao
Bill Bottomly
Brian and Gail Brandsetter
Charles Brinkman
John and Doris Butler
Ben and Maxine Carnes
Jerry and Sanda Carosella
James and Janet Comerford
Marla Covey and James Marra
Peter and Deedee Decker
Steve and Geralyn Dennis
Carri and Darryl Dixon
Kimberly Dufty
Lammot DuPont
Shirley Ela
Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek
Lee and Patty Gelatt
Ann Gibson and Arthur Smith
Daryl and Kristi Haan
Dane and Andrea Harbaugh
Will Hays and Shawn  
 Carstensen Hays
Noble and Natalie Heller
Mark and Sara Hermundstad
William and Jill Hilty
Mike and Sharon Hoffman
Peter Hollis and Joan Frisbie
Dave and Torie Holloran
Doug and Kathryn Hovde,  
 Desert Sun Vineyards
Stephanie Hudson
Greg and Kristine Kampf
Kent Keith and Meridith Aldrich
Nic and Mary Korte
Edwin and Suzane Krebs
Steve and Ruby McCall
Kathleen McGinley
Steve and Anne Meyer
James and Kathy Montgomery
Walt and Lucy Morrison
Sandra Nicholson
Todd and Laura Ousley
Joyce Owens
Paul Padyk and Lucy Graham
Verda Patterson

Thank you to our generous supporters*
*We honor those who have asked that we not publish 
their names. This list represents donations from Oct. 1, 
2019 – Sept. 30, 2020. If we have omitted or misspelled 
your name, please let us know.
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Ken Pill and Marilyn Kastens
David and Blanche Roberts
Catherine Robertson
Illene Roggensack
Elizabeth Rowan and Bennett  
 Boeschenstein
William and Carol Scott
Leota Sweetman McPeek
Karen Swigart
Christine Tuthill
Jody Valente and David Scott
David Wean and Cynthia Zabin
John Welfelt
Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch
Joan and Tom Woodward

Friends
John and Katharine Achziger
Gene and Diann Admire
Scott Aker and Amy Carmichael
Gene and Arlene Albers
Steve and Debbie Allerton
Kathleen Arnett
Susie Attaway
Leah Audin
Michael Baker
Brad and Tanya Banulis
Samuel Baseler
Dr. Joel and Betty Bechtel
Virginia Beemer and Ande Peterson
James Bellamy
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It all started back in 1980, when a group of farmers from Palisade gathered around a kitchen table and 
signed the trust document that would permanently protect their farms from development pressure.

Today, 40 years later, Colorado West Land Trust has grown into an organization that serves its mission 
by providing critical resources for ranchers, farmers, outdoor recreationists, and wildlife advocates across 
the region.

The Land Trust’s legacy is one of a community coming 
together to protect treasured landscapes, and it is with 
a full heart that we thank and celebrate all who have 
brought us this far. Here’s to 40 more.

Sundown With a Hint of Peach. Photo by Malcolm G. Childers
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