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New Montrose Office Coming Soon...
Help us promote products and

services from conserved lands! We are excited to announce the addition of our new office in
Montrose! This office will help us better connect with
We value the contributions you make to landowners and the community in the region. We will be
our state's future and we want to honor located at 7 South Townsend Avenue, Montrose. Stay tuned
that by promoting your products and for our opening date and more details!

services. Scan the QR code below to
access a short questionnaire about your
operation and how customers can reach
you. This information will be posted on
our website directory and used on social
media to promote local Colorado food
and services from conserved lands.
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Restoration & Resiliency

Our new Restoration & Resiliency Program builds off the organization's history of working with landowners
to protect and improve the value of their land and water resources. Through this program, staff works with
landowners of conserved properties to secure financial and technical resources and create action plans to
meet long-term conservation goals for their properties.

One example of how we work with landowners to improve wildlife connectivity on their conserved lands is
by enlisting work crews to convert interior and boundary fences to be more wildlife friendly. There are miles
and miles of degraded fences throughout our region that are harmful to wildlife and present migration
obstacles. While many conservation landowners may not have the resources to remove and properly
dispose of derelict fence, the Land Trust can provide help.

Currently, we are working with landowners to:

» Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire

« Enhance forest health and wildlife habitat
« Remove derelict and harmful fencing

» Restore wetlands
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contact Us

If you are interested in improving the ecological health of your conserved lands but don’t know where to start,
please reach out to our staff. As the landowner, you know your land best and we would love to learn about
your vision. If you are already engaging in activities to improve your land, we invite you to share your
experience with us so we can learn from you and collaborate.

For more information about CWLT’s Restoration & Resiliency Program, please contact David
Varner, Conservation Manager, 970-639-7017 or david@cowestlandtrust.org.




A Landowner's Vision

“Every time you look around, we are losing habitat to development,” landowner
John Welfelt said. “We had good habitat and we could make it even better. We are
just trying to maximize the benefit the land has for the wildlife.”

Owners John Welfelt and Steve Lewis both felt
their 105-acre plot of land nestled in the
Uncompahgre Valley of Delta County held
valuable wildlife habitat and they wanted to
make sure it was protected. In coordination
with the Colorado West Land Trust, they
placed a conservation easement on the land
ensuring the habitat would permanently be
there.

One feature that makes this land so special is
the availability of water. The land occupies
both sides of the Uncompahgre River, creating
a haven of open water and wetland habitat for
migratory birds. The natural sloughs and bogs
that occur throughout the property allow for
biological diversity to thrive providing homes
for native vegetation, reptiles and amphibians,
fish species, songbirds, game birds, birds of
prey, rodents, and big game.

“The birds are our focus. What | want to see is
more food and cover for the birds in the long
run,” John explained.

To enhance the habitat, John began
constructing ponds. Altogether he has
introduced 20 spring-fed ponds that he
maintains, keeping stocked and well-managed.
These ponds in turn provide food sources,
water for drinking or living, shelter, and nesting
sites or nesting material for the birds.

In addition, the Land Trust helped to connect
John with local ditch companies working on a
project to improve habitat in the area. Together
they planted between 1,200 and 1,400 native
trees and bushes. Tamarisks, russian olives,
and other non-native plants were removed and
buffalo bur, sumac, choke cherries,
cottonwoods, and other native vegetation were
planted in their place, mimicking how the area
looked 100 years ago.

John explained his vision for the area is to see
abundant taller cottonwoods that replenish the
land encompassed by an understory of thriving
native bushes. By accomplishing this, he hopes
to see an increase in wintering areas for the
birds with cover and food along with taller
nesting areas. John explained that this work
takes time and the results are not immediate,
but he hopes to start seeing the impacts in 3 to
5 years. While the work is slow, it is starting to
pay off. Last year John spotted four different
river otters enjoying the improved habitat.

“You feel like you’re doing the right thing seeing
river otters in your front yard,” John said.

When asked if he had any advice for landowners
looking to make improvements on their land,
John said the first step is communication and
reaching out to the Land Trust. When doing this,
John believes that it’s important to convey your
vision and goals clearly. He explained that
typically the landowner knows their land best,
so it’s important to advocate for your land.

John isn’t finished with his restoration work quite
yet. He believes there is still a lot more that can
be done including adding more ponds and
planting additional native plants.

“Our plan is to plant 20 to 25 more narrowleaf
cottonwoods this spring because it’s the right
thing to do,” John said.

Over the next years, thanks to his dedication,
John will get to watch his vision come to
life as more birds begin to seek out the
haven he has created- an area full of
abundant food and shelter where
they can take refuge for years

to come.



[ andowner Resources

Financial and technical support is often available for landowners if you know where to

look. We'll spotlight a few in this newsletter. For further resources, reach out to CWLT
staff for suggestions.

Conservation Districts: °

Your local conservation district is a great first step in getting connected to financial, technical, and
educational support. They work closely with NRCS to support private landowners in their conservation
needs. Districts also partner with other federal, state, and non-profit organizations to connect
landowners to conservation resources. The Delta, Shavano, DeBeque-Plateau Valley, and Mesa
Conservation Districts serve CWLT’s service area. Reach out to the districts for more information.

https.//ag.colorado.gov/conservation/csch

CSU Field Research Stations:

Your local CSU Research Station is a great hub for learning more about crop research. By reaching
out to them you can learn about their current research, what other producers are trying, and to

discuss any crop-specific issues or questions you may have. We have 3 field stations on the Western
Slope - Rogers Mesa, Fruita, and Orchard Mesa.

https.//agsci.colostate.edu/research-and-engagement/research-
centers/western-colorado-research-center/

Know your Water Plan:

The 2023 update to the Colorado Water Plan has recently been
adopted by the state. This plan will shape policy regarding water
use for the next ten years. We recommend getting familiar with
the plan, especially if you are an irrigator.
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https.//www.coloradoriverdistrict. org/state-of-the-river-meetings-2023/




[.andowner Reminders

Planning_changes to your property?
Most conservation easements have notice and/or approval requirements, so
please contact us to discuss your plans. Some examples include:

Exercise of reserved rights. (new construction or renovation of residential or
agricultural structures; roadwork, utilities, fences, changes in use, etc.) Please review
your conservation easement, as it most likely requires advance notice, details of your
plan and/or written approval prior to any work; we are happy to discuss and answer
any questions.

Considering_habitat or vegetation changes. (brush or tree removal, fire mitigation,
habitat restoration, etc.) Many of these may require advance notice, a management
plan/consultation and/or CWLT approval. We also may be able to connect you to
technical or financial resources to assist with some projects.

Plans to sell your property. Your CE likely has an advance written notice provision
and may have a transfer fee. Please provide the closing date, title company and new
landowner contact information. We would like to establish a rapport with new
landowners from the start and are happy to answer questions about the rights and
restrictions in the CE.

2023 Annual Conservation Easement Monitoring

While annual monitoring is a required activity, it is

also one we look forward to! It gives us a chance

to connect with landowners and visit many of the
properties we have conserved together.

A member of our staff or a contractor will contact
you to arrange a time, if we are planning an
in-person visit. You do not need to be present,
but we would be happy to meet with you.

We also utilize high-resolution satellite imagery

and private air flights for a number of properties

each year. Staff will contact you to discuss any
changes or plans you have for the property.
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Remembering Landowners

John Butler 1929-2023

Last week Colorado West Land .
Trust mourned the passing founder
John Butler at the age of 93. John
and his late wife Doris, along with
other founders Harry and Bonnie
Talbott, and Herman Allmaras
placed the first conservation
easements on their Palisade
properties in 1982. John was the
longest serving CWLT board
member, working tirelessly and
attending hundreds of meetings
over 28 years.

Always a humble man, it wasn't until recent years that John realized the
incredible legacy that the founders created from their initial meeting
around a dining room table. A few years ago, John recounted their
efforts in a 10-page early history of the Land Trust in which he ended
with this quote, “Doris and | are so thankful we were involved with
other members and staff involving starting and expanding MLT (now
CWLT). We feel this is one of the best accomplishments of our life. We
appreciate the opportunity.”

In addition to those mentioned above, lvan Wood, Palisade and Blaine Derrick,
1919-2012 were also founding board members of the Land Trust.




