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CONNECTING COMMUNITY,
EXPERIENCING THE LLAND

DEAR FRIENDS,

Historian Wallace Stegner got it right when he wrote
that “cooperation, not rugged individualism, is the
quality that most characterizes and preserves” the West.
Reminders of this surround us. Parents and children
ride bikes at Lunch Loop on trails constructed by
volunteers across land purchased through community
fundraisers. Fruit-growers enter into conservation
agreements with your local land trust, ensuring future
harvests. Ranchers partner with the land trust to
protect habitat that forms critical migration corridors
for elk and mule deer. These are but a few examples of
the power of cooperation and how it shapes our future.

We have taken this lesson to heart and over the past
year, Mesa Land Trust and Black Canyon Regional Land
Trust have explored how we might cooperate to increase
our impact and better serve our region. We are pleased
to announce the creation of Colorado West Land Trust,
a new umbrella under which we will work together to

conserve the region’s landscapes and connect our friends
and neighbors to the natural lands that surround us.

The region we serve together, from the San Juan
mountains to the Bookcliffs, from the state line to Blue
Mesa Reservoir, encompasses the best of Colorado.

Our high alpine peaks, desert canyons, fertile irrigated
valleys, and wildlife-rich rivers define our region and
make it a great place to call home.

But today these lands and waters face unprecedented
threats. According to our state’s projections, millions
of new residents are headed to Colorado. We must
act today to conserve the lands we love for future
generations.

Colorado West Land Trust aims to do just that. I
invite you to read about our work in the following pages
and ask you to support our efforts. Only by working
together can we conserve the magnificent landscapes
that surround us.

Warm Regards,
Chuck McDaniel Rob Bleiberg
Board President Executive Director

Current and former board members gathered at Ruckman Farms in Palisade for Mesa Land Trust’s Fifth Annual Luminary
Luncheon. Standing left to right: Chris Muhr, Lee Ambrose, Hawk Greenway, Mike Mechau, Kathryn Stubler, Janine Rider, Bill
Findlay, Pam Childers, Gus Sublette, Bill Prakken, Harry and Bonnie Talbott, Miffie Blozvich, Belle Chesnick, Sherry and Dave
Farny, Nancy Wilson, Steve McCall, Nancy Ellyson, Guy Parker, Steph Durno; Seating left to right: John and Doris Butler, Barb
Chamberlin, Zach Eyler, Merce Cameron, Sandie Cooper, Margery Fillinger.
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By Sharon Sullivan

On a gorgeous September
afternoon 100 people gathered
for dinner at Colterris Winery
in Palisade. Held outside in the
vineyard on land conserved by
Mesa Land Trust, the tickets sold
out quickly. Renowned Grand
Junction chef and restaurateur
Josh Niernberg showcased his
flair for crafting gourmet dishes
using  Colorado-sourced foods.
Additionally, each course was
paired with a different Colterris
wine - made with grapes grown at
the winery.

Niernberg is known for serving
“seasonal Colorado cuisine” at his
trendy Grand Junction restaurants,
Bin 707 Foodbar and Tacoparty.
Niernberg believes strongly in
buying his ingredients from local
farmers and ranchers, and he also
supports Mesa Land Trust for its
work conserving agricultural lands,
open space, and important wildlife
habitat in western Colorado. For
that reason, he donated his labor
and all the food for the multi-
coursed meal at Colterris Winery.

“Every piece on the menu was
from western Colorado,” Niernberg
said.

Western Colorado is a local foods
oasis thanks to dedicated, hard-
working farmers like Scott and Jes-
sica Washkowiak, owners of Field
to Fork organic farm in Palisade.

The Washkowiaks sell a wide
range of produce via a CSA (Com-
munity Supported Agriculture)
program. Their produce is also sold
at Natural Grocers in Grand Junc-
tion. Local restaurants such as Café
Sol, Pablo’s Pizza, 626 on Rood, il
Bistro Italiano, and Bin 707 Food-
bar occasionally use Field to Fork
produce as well.

The farm additionally supplies
cherry tomatoes and romaine let-
tuce for the Mesa County Valley
School District’s salad bar program.

The Washkowiaks grow more
than 60 different fruits and vege-
tables - including various toma-
to types, a gourmet salad blend,
cucumbers, summer and winter
squash, basil, peppers and root
vegetables such as radishes, car-
rots and beets; plus, stone fruits
like peaches, pears, apples, plums
and cherries.
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Enjoying Local Food
Through Preserving Local Lands

The couple got their start farm-
ing six years ago when they leased
the conserved property of Mike and
Blakely Mechau - land the Washkowi-
aks continue to farm, along with an-
other conserved piece of land belong-
ing to Lorna Reed. Both pieces adjoin
Field to Fork’s own seven acres.

Access to affordable land is one
of the greatest barriers that young
farmers face. Leasing conserved
land is often more affordable, and
in this case allowed the Washkowi-
aks to build a flourishing CSA.

Another Palisade farming family,
Claire and Rob Talbott, of C and R

Photos courtesy of Lorna Reed

farms, also grow food on conserved
land. The couple decided years ago
that Palisade’s notable good farm-
land should be preserved. In fact,
the Talbotts bought a portion of
their property from a developer
who had intended to turn the land
into a mobile home park (before the
oil shale bust), Rob Talbott said. In-
stead, the 33 acres were protected
in a conservation easement.

The Talbotts grow apricots,
cherries, pears, Jonathon apples,
and peaches — which they sell out of
their packing shed and occasionally
to The Palisade Café. Their fruit is
also sold at farmers markets and to
grocery stores in Denver.

During an era when more people
are seeking to reduce their carbon
footprint, many are choosing local
foods over produce trucked in from
thousands of miles away.

Many people find that local foods
taste better (because vegetables and
fruits are harvested when mature).
Plus, consumers like getting to
know the farmers who grow their
food. @
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Colorado West
[Land Trust

By Sharon Sullivan

With the goal of increasing the
pace, quality and permanence of
conservation in western Colorado,
Mesa Land Trust and Montrose-
based Black Canyon Regional
Land Trust are entering into an
innovative partnership to better
serve the region.

The two land trusts are
consolidating operations with the
creation of Colorado West Land
Trust. This umbrella organization
will serve a region that spans
the Book Cliffs to the San Juan
mountains, from the Colorado-Utah
border to Blue Mesa Reservoir on
the Gunnison River. The service
area includes all or part of Mesa,
Montrose, Ouray, Delta, San Miguel

Photo by Malcolm G. Childers

Please look for our new logo and tagline beginning November 4th, and our
new website will be up and running at: cowestlandtrust.org.

pressures in the coming years,”
said Rob Bleiberg, Executive

and Gunnison counties.
“Our region faces incredible

A COLLABORATIVE
EFFORT TO
BETTER SERVE
THE REGION

Director of Mesa Land Trust.
Two million new residents are
expected to relocate to Colorado
in the next 25 years. During that
period Mesa County is expected to
grow the equivalent of the current
city of Grand Junction; Montrose
County is projected to add one
and a half times the population of
today’s city of Montrose; and Delta
County will increase in population
equal to another city of Delta,
Hotchkiss and Paonia combined —
that’s all according to the Colorado
State Demographer’s Office.
Fortunately, Mesa and Black
Canyon Regional land trusts are
working together to ensure that
western Colorado — despite future
population increases — retains
precious agricultural lands, as well



as its scenic beauty and important
wildlife habitat.

“This unprecedented threat
to our natural heritage demands
a strong response,” said Rob
Bleiberg, MLT executive director.
He will serve as Executive Director
of the new effort.

The collaboration will
increase our ability to protect
“the precious landscapes that
surround us,”Bleiberg said.
Western Colorado has some
of the country’s most stunning
landscapes, as well as some of the
most productive agricultural land
in the state.

The two land trusts began
discussions in 2015 to explore
ways that they could work
together to be more effective.

“We talked about how to be
more efficient and open up new
areas for conserving lands,” Mesa
Land Trust board president Chuck
McDaniel said. “We’ll be creating
a new identity that encompasses
both organizations while (each)
remaining independent.”

Mesa Land Trust was founded
in 1980 by a group of Palisade
farmers; Black Canyon formed in
2000 as a result of a merger with a
Paonia-based group, Three Rivers
Land Trust (North Fork, Gunnison
and Uncompahgre rivers), and
the Montrose-based Valley Land

Colorado West Land Trust staff, left to right: Mary Hughes, Julie Barger, Allison Rehor,
Jeremy Puckett, Rob Bleiberg, llana Moir, Libby Collins, Diana Cort

Conservancy.

Mesa Land Trust has conserved
more than 65,000 acres through
200 conservation transactions
in and around Mesa County. In
Montrose, Delta and Gunnison

counties, Black Canyon has
protected 55,000 acres via 300-
plus transactions.

Six staff members will remain in
Grand Junction with Mesa Land
Trust, while two will continue

to operate in Montrose at the
Black Canyon office. Colorado
West Land Trust advisory
committees will work across the
region to engage in dialog with
Western Slope residents to learn
communities’ priorities.

“It is critical that our work be
informed by local community
members,” Bleiberg said.

“We recognize that Ridgway
conservation priorities might be
different from Grand Junction’s.
We want to be responsive to each
community’s goals and priorities.
This (collaboration) provides a
path forward that will increase
our capacity to serve.”

Consolidating operations
will save money and time by
eliminating redundancies within
the two organizations and helping
them achieve economies of scale.

“It’s exciting, and a positive
answer to our administrative
needs,” said BCRLT board of
directors’ president Tom McLeod.
“This collaboration can be a role
model for other land trusts in
rural Colorado.”

“Land trusts are a positive
answer to what we need in this
nation,” said Steve Smith, BCRLT
board treasurer. “If we can keep
Colorado beautiful as it is we've
really accomplished something
terrific.” €
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MAKING THE
CONNECTION

Great Outdoors Colorado grant will help connect
Lunch Loop to Riverfront Trail and Downtown

By Sharon Sullivan completed.
Great Outdoors Colorado

Bicyclists headed toward the (GOCO) recently awarded Grand
Lunch Loop Bike Park will soon Junction a $1.5 million grant to
have a safe alternative to riding on extend a trail that currently dead-
Monument Road once a shared- ends at D and Monument roads.
use path linking the Riverfront The new connector path will
Trail to the popular trail area is continue under the D Road bridge

Image of future Monument Road bike path.
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then follow along the south side
of Monument Road to the Lunch
Loop’s Three Sisters area.

Mesa Land Trust worked with
the National Park Service’s
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation
Assistance, to survey residents to
learn what they wanted regarding
trails in the area.

“We asked people what they
wanted the Monument corridor
(the gateway to Colorado National
Monument) to look like,” Mesa
Land Trust project manager Libby
Collins said.

Residents said they wanted
to access the Lunch Loop area
via an off-road bike path. They
also asked for additional hiking
and mountain biking trails and
preservation of open space, said
Collins.

“We want to connect downtown
and its hotels and businesses first
to Lunch Loop and ultimately we
want to see the off-road shared-
use trail reach South Camp Road’s
paved path,” she said. “That will
form the Redlands Loop Trail — a
10-mile paved path connecting
Lunch Loop, Connected Lakes
State Park and the Riverfront
Trail.”

The project is a result of years
of partnerships between Mesa
Land Trust, Grand Junction,
Mesa County, the Bureau of Land
Management and the Riverfront
Foundation and Commission, city
recreation superintendent Traci
Wieland noted.

“This really is a community-
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Family enjoying hike at Three Sisters.
Photo courtesy of Alpine Bank Page

wide effort,” Wieland said. “It’s
very exciting. From the city’s
perspective, the connections will

serve underserved neighborhoods.

These public lands are literally in
their backyard but as is, they're
not accessible.”

Completion of the connecter
trail will close a gap that the
public has requested for years,
Collins said. According to family
surveys and a Mesa County
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Health Department study
(Pathways to Nature, 2016), lack
of transportation is one primary
barrier for under-resourced
communities’ ability to access
public lands.

Trails advocate Jen Taylor, who
spearheaded the Lunch Loop bike
park’s creation, said the vision was
always to make outdoor recreation
more easily available to youth
of all ages and socioeconomic

backgrounds.

“Young kids can’t drive, and
parents who don't ride do not have
bike racks on their vehicles. A
safe corridor for kids to ride from
downtown to the trailhead will
complete and celebrate this vision.”

Grand Junction and Mesa Land
Trust are partnering to raise the
remaining $1 million needed to
complete the connector trail, with
help from Mesa County and the

Riverfront Foundation, as well as
other private foundations.

Trails bring economic benefits
as well, Collins noted. Trails,
open space, and beautiful scenery
help to attract visitors, young
professionals and families and
new businesses, she said.

Construction of the new
connector trail will begin in
January 2018, with completion
expected by 2020 or sooner. 4
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Wildlife
Conservation Success

GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO, MESA LAND TRUST
AND LANDOWNERS PARTNER TO PROTECT WILDLIFE

By Sharon Sullivan

As a longtime hunter and
fisherman and conservationist,
preserving wildlife habitat s

important to Tom Burke, who
was appointed to the Great
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) board
six years ago by Governor John
Hickenlooper. The Grand Junction
businessman previously served as
a Colorado Wildlife Commissioner
for nine years.

Private land conservation is
critical to wildlife in western
Colorado. This can be seen west
of Grand Junction on Glade Park,
where more than 40,000 acres
of privately owned habitat has
been conserved. A GOCO-funded
conservation easement now in the

works builds on this success.

The 680-acre property “connects
a couple of other conservation
easements on Glade Park, so it
doesn’t break up the landscape for
wildlife,” Burke said. “Deer, elk,
they have migration patterns they
have used for eons.”

“Deer and elk give birth at Glade
Park’s higher elevations in the
spring, and migrate to the lower
ground to find food in the fall.
In some parts of Colorado that
migratory path has been disturbed,
splitting up males and females,”
Burke said.

“These conservation easements,
in many cases, help protect areas
where they calve and where their
food sources are,” Burke said. “It
also protects the migration path.”

10 Mesa Lanp Trust: Connecting Us WitH THE Lanps WE Love

A  number of Glade Park
landowners have ensured healthy
wildlife habitat by conserving
all or a portion of their property
with Mesa Land Trust and other
conservation agencies. The area
is home to mountain lions, black
bears, elk, deer, foxes, coyotes,
beavers, badgers, turkeys and
all kinds of rodents, small birds
and raptors, plus the threatened
Gunnison Sage-Grouse.

Conservation easements
also protect riparian areas by
maintaining minimum stream
flows that benefit all kinds of
creatures such as trout, for which
Colorado 1is famous. Rainbow,
cutthroat and brook trout thrive
in some of the larger Glade Park
drainages.

Conserving these landscapes
additionally  protects  western
Colorado’s ranching heritage,

Burke said. GOCO and Colorado
Parks and Wildlife (CPW) funding
go toward the purchase of
landowners’ development rights,
often  providing much-needed
revenue for ranchers and farmers
to continue their rural lifestyle.

With lands abundant in wildlife,
some ranching families earn
additional income by allowing
guides and outfitters to hunt on
their conserved properties.

“The whole mountain is an
ecosystem for wildlife,” where
animals eat grasses, forbs and
shrubs such as oak brush,
serviceberry,  bitterbrush  and
sagebrush, retired CPW biologist
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and past Mesa Land Trust
board president, Van Graham,
has noted.

“A large portion of Glade
Park land is held privately.
If not for the vision of those

landowners, the area’s
critical habitat would likely
be developed because of its
stunning scenery,” Graham
said.

Funded through the sale

of Lottery tickets, GOCO has
spent $39 million in Mesa
County for playgrounds,
conservation easements,
and other outdoor-related
projects. 4

“These conservation easements,
in many cases, help protect areas
where they calve and where their
food sources are. It also protects
the migration path.”

— Tom Burke,

Great Outdoors Colorado board member

Conserved land provides excellent
habitat for elk and deer on Pinon
Mesa, Mesa County.
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LEGACY
SOCIETY

We would like to thank
those who have included
Mesa Land Trust their
estate plans. Your future
gift will help preserve our
heritage and is a lasting
investment in the future
of our community. The
following are members of
our Legacy Society:

Mercedes (Merce)
Cameron and Roberta
(Bert) Nieslanik

Barbara and Ed
Chamberlin

Suzi Evans

John and Linda Geer
Paul and Mary Hughes
Jan Muyskens

Verda Patterson

Wayne and Joyce Smith
Helen Stenmark

Ken and Kathryn Stubler
Anonymous (3)

If you have included
MLT as part of your estate
planning and would like
to be recognized as a
member of our Legacy
Society or if you would like
more information about
how you can remember
the Land Trust in our will
contact Mary Hughes at
970.263.5443.

REMEMBERING LAND TRUST IN ESTATE PLANS

By Sharon Sullivan

Ed Chamberlin grew up in San
Jose, California in the middle of
a cherry orchard that he walked
through daily to get to school.
Nowadays, when he visits the city he
says you can'’t find a cherry tree.

“It used to be a rich agricultural
area — now it's wall to wall
development — the entire valley. It
broke my heart. It was a beautiful
area,” Chamberlin said. “That could
happen here,” if not for the work of
Mesa Land Trust, which has helped
conserve more than 65,000 acres in
and around Mesa County.

Chamberlin, founder of Chamberlin
Architects, and his wife Barb,
decided to support the things they
care about, such as agricultural
lands and open space, by leaving
a portion of their estate to Mesa
Land Trust. The nonprofit works with
farmers to ensure that property
remains forever in agriculture, as
open space, or as an important
wildlife habitat.

When creating their will, “Barb and
| agreed that we didn’t want our kids
to be trust-funders,” Ed said. “We
wanted them to work to earn their
own way and have the confidence
you derive from that.”

Both of their children are adults
with careers of their own who
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“Both Republicans and Democrats
are supporters and landowners.
In agriculture, you need critical

mass (of farms, or ranches) to be
economically viable, so they all work
together, regardless of politics.”

also give their time and money to
causes they believe in. Barb said
she learned from her parents that
“It's important to save some, spend
some and give some,” which is “part
of our legacy to our kids.”

MLT relies on donations from
individuals and families like the
Chamberlins — “people who want
to see our beautiful valley retain its
character,” as Ed says.

Barb, a retired nurse and teacher,
also donates her time as a MLT
board member. She remembers
“solid urbanization” growing up in
the northeastern United States and
was amazed to see the open space
of the West when she moved here
decades ago.

As a volunteer with Mesa Land
Trust, “I enjoy meeting the property

— Ed Chamberlin

owners,” she said. “They love their
land and take impeccable care of
it. They’re hardworking, honest, and
friendly. It's an honor they became
my friends.”

Getting involved with Mesa Land
Trust means becoming part of a
community, adds Ed. He appreciates
the nonpartisan nature of the
organization and its mission.

“Mesa Land Trust preserves
property rights on one hand, yet also
preserves open space,” Ed said.
“Both Republicans and Democrats
are supporters and landowners. In
agriculture, you need critical mass (of
farms, or ranches) to be economically
viable, so they all work together,
regardless of politics. It's fun when
we all come together for our spring
picnic, and fall open house.” €
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Become a Monthly Sustaining Partner
and Alpine Bank Will Match Your Contributions!

Ken and Mary love living in western Colorado. They appreciate the
work that Mesa Land Trust is doing to preserve the landscapes that
add to the quality of life that makes the Grand Valley special.

That is why they became Mesa Land Trust Monthly Sustaining
Partners. By signing up online they were able have a specified
amount charged to their credit card each month and they don’t have
to think about whether they are up to date on their membership.

It also saves the Land Trust time and postage so that more
resources go to land conservation.

“We became Monthly Sustaining Partners because Mesa Land
Trust is protecting the places that are important to us - the
lands that produce local food and wine, the scenic open space
and recreational areas on Monument Road, and the wildlife
and riparian habitat that are western Colorado’s heritage. We
encourage you to sign up today and let Alpine Bank match your
donations for 1 year.” — Ken Scissors and Mary Thom

Alpine Bank is pledging up to $10,000 to match dollar for dollar, for one year,
all new Monthly Sustaining Partners or any increase in your existing monthly
donation. Sign up by December 31, 2017.

MONTHLY SUSTAINING PARTNERS

Gene and Arlene Albers
Lee and Kay Ambrose
Susan and Jim Anker

Charlie and Janice Ashton
Rob Bleiberg and Sheri Covey

Miffie “Miriam” Blozvich

David and Ann Brach
Mary Buss
George and Judy Callison

Mercedes Cameron and Roberta
Nieslanik

Ben and Maxine Carnes
Clay and Harriet Carpenter
Duane and Arleta Carr
Lee Cassin
Malcolm and Pam Childers
Karen Combs and Lynn Wegener

Michael Cote, Ruby Canyon
Engineering

Steve and Geralyn Dennis
Dorothy Espe
Zach and Laken Eyler
Norman and Margery Fillinger
William and Jane Findlay

Tim and Christy Fry
James and Donna Gardner
Natalie and Randall Gehl
Lee and Patty Gelatt
Greg Gnesios and Amy Gibbs
Mark and Catherine Green
Jim and Betsy Greslin
Dean and Mary Harris
Chris Herrman
Dave and Torie Holloran
Doug and Kathryn Hovde
Doug and Laura Johnston
Dale and Jan Jones
Nic and Mary Korte
Ann Kuhlman

Theresa Kupecz Louden and
Charlie Louden

Marilee Langfitt

Mac Lewis and Stephanie
Marsicovetere

Tamera Minnick and Richard
Alward

Jennifer Moore
Joseph and Linda Moreng
Della Mottram
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Peter Nichols

Gordon Nicholson and Lay Chin
Chew-Nicholson

Judy Ousley
Todd and Laura Ousley
John and Cathey Pabst
Hope Painter
Thomas and Benita Phillips
Jane Quimby and Gerry Cowhig
Robert and Christi Reece
Janine and Kirk Rider
Catherine Robertson
Janet Scheevel
Kenneth Scissors and Mary Thom
Gary and Giselle Smith
William and Monica Solawetz
Gary and Deborah Stetler
Max and Vicki Stites
Gus and Gwen Sublette
Barry and Gail Tuohig

Laurian Unnevehr and Jerry
Nelson

Aaron Young, KAART Group LLC
Hollis Wilson

Mesa Land Trust is pleased to partner with Bin 707 and TacoParty.

SEASONAL

126 S. 5th St.

Grand Junction

Open Daily: | lam-9pm
Closed Holidays
970.314.9736
TACOPARTYGJ.COM

We truly appreciate Josh and Jodi Niernberg and their many years of support.
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

AND PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION

This represents donations from Oct. 1, 2016 - Sept. 30, 2017. We apologize if we have omitted or misspelled your name. Please feel free to let us know.

PrivaTE
FounpaTions & TrusTs

Alchemy Foundation

Agua Fund

Altria Fund

Amazon Smile

Arches Foundation

Bank of America Matching Gifts Program

BeP Earthwise Foundation (Barb Parish)

Colorado Gives, Community First Foundation

Colorado Open Lands

Colorado Trust (Directed Contributions
Program at the request of Mr. John P.
Hopkins)

Gates Family Foundation

John Hancock Matching Gifts Program

Junior Service League

Land Trust Alliance

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program

REI

Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust

Rocky Mountain Health Plans Foundation

Sorenson Family Foundation

United Health Foundation

Vanguard Charitable

Western Colorado Community Foundation
Jesse and Betsy Boyce Fund
Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher Fund
Susan Cushman and Charles Quimby Fund
Kate Denning Fund
Painted Sky Fund

William S. and Mai N. Robinson Charitable Trust

Wilson Family Foundation

2016-17 BUSINESS SPONSORS

Alpine Bank

Atlasta Solar Center

Bin 707

Bob Reece Photography

Bonsai Design

Chadwick , Steinkirchner, Davis and Co

Chamberlin Architects

Chevron Corp

First Choice Realty

Flyin” Miata

Grand Junction Subaru

Moody Insurance Agency, Inc.

Mountain Power Solutions

MRP

Networks Unlimited

Oakley, Wanebo, Love, Mendenhall, Keller -
Wells Fargo Financial Advisors

Ruby Canyon Engineering

The Daily Sentinel

Withers, Seidman, Rice, and Mueller, PC.

IN-KiND DONATIONS

Adobe Systems, Inc.

All Metals Welding

Allan Beezley, PC.

Bin 707

Barbara and Ed Chamberlin
Carlson Vineyards

ESRI

Grand Junction Subaru
Dale and Jan Jones
Microsoft Corporation
Palisade Brewing Company
Rick and Deanna Taggart

PusLic SECTOR PARTNERS
City of Fruita

City of Grand Junction

Great Outdoors Colorado

National Park Service - Rivers, Trails and
Conservation Assistance Program

Town of Palisade

Town of Ridgway

EvenTs Hosts

Colterris Winery
Pam and Malcolm Childers

MEMBERS AND
CONTRIBUTIONS
BENEFACTORS

Lee and Kay Ambrose

Tony Bates and Sharon Weidner
Tilman and Pat Bishop

Charles and Robbie Breaux
Christine and Baird Brown
Phyllis Brownson

Robert and Holly Brownson
Mercedes Cameron

Lisa Cameron and John Campana
Malcolm and Pam Childers
Karen Combs and Lynn Wegener
Evan and Kim Ela

Zach and Laken Eyler

Norman and Margery Fillinger
Ruth Gormley

Mark and Catherine Green

Ann and Rob Hanson

Dean and Mary Harris

John and Penny Hopkins

Harry and Joann Hotimsky
Annie Hughes and Pat Hubbard
Gregg Kampf

Theresa Kupecz Louden and Charlie Louden
Helen Love and Arvid Koppang
Don MacKendrick

James and Susan Maclean
Karen and Mark Madsen

Chuck and Kendra McDaniel
Della Mottram

Chris Muhr

Jan Muyskens

Roberta Nieslanik

Barb Parish and Gary Roberts
William and Judith Prakken
Janine and Kirk Rider

Janet Scheevel

R. Mike and Jean Sewell

Roger and Rita Shenkel

Sarah and Thaddeus Shrader
Gary and Deborah Stetler

Ken and Rebecca Storck

Harry and Bonnie Talbott

Russ Walker and Laura Cummins
George Wheeler

Nancy and Robert Wilson

PATRONS

Marilyn Bednarski

Rob Bleiberg and Sheri Covey
David and Ann Brach

Chris Brooks and Marion Reid
Harry Brown and Carolyn Richardson-Brown
Christian and Beth Buys
George and Judy Callison

Ben and Maxine Carnes

Clay and Harriet Carpenter
Barbara and Ed Chamberlin
Drew and Tina Elliott-Armstrong
Joan Fay

William and Jane Findlay

Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek
Tim and Christy Fry

Natalie and Randall Gehl

Russell and Julie Gillis

Peter Hackett and Ruth Higdon
Mike Hardy

Steve and Robin Heil

Mike Higuera and Eli Feldman
Craig and Karin Lee Hughes

Pat and Cindy Kennedy

Brian and Linda Mahoney

Dick and Jan Maynard

John McBride

Eric Mendell

Neil and Linda Mendenhall
Andrew and Amy Mohler

Pam Mueller and Michael Fizmorris
Amy Nuernberg and Owen O’Fallon
John and Cathey Pabst

Jane Quimby and Gerry Cowhig
Earl and Cynthia Rhodes

Kenneth Scissors and Mary Thom
Max and Vicki Stites

Keith and Paula Struckman

Gus and Gwen Sublette

Larry Traubel

Susan Treece and Allan Wise

Barry and Gail Tuohig

Laurian Unnevehr and Jerry Nelson
Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch
Ivan and Jane Wood

Aaron Young

DONORS

Susan and Jim Anker

Charlie and Janice Ashton
Donna Bergman

Frank and Gretchen Bering
Marcia Bilbao

Kent and Rita Brown

Lynn Brownson

John and Doris Butler

Linda and William Buvinger
Stan and Cindy Carlson
Michael Cote

Fred and Kay Covey

Gary and Karen Curtis
Russell Davies

William and Amy Davis

Steve and Geralyn Dennis
Keith Dickerson and Teresa Keating
Lammot DuPont

Joe and Dana Elliott

Steve and Lysa ErkenBrack
John Flanagan

Lyn Fraser

Andrew and Laura Gall
James and Donna Gardner
John and Linda Geer

Lee and Patty Gelatt

Ann Gibson and Arthur Smith
Van Graham

Lucy Graham and Paul Padyk
Jim and Betsy Greslin
William and Glenda Haggerty
Robert Hahn

Mandy Harter

Sherri Helms and Stan McNeese
Chris Herrman

Marlys and Frank Hoffman
Dave and Torie Holloran

Rich Hooper and Karen Mengel
Doug and Kathryn Hovde
John and Jackie Howard

John and Gail Howe

Edward and Karen Hurley

Steve and Nancy Johnson

Ken and Rose Marie Johnson

Dale and Jan Jones

Melissa Jones

Kristine and Gregg Kampf

Nic and Mary Korte

Marilee Langfitt

Tom Latousek and Eve Malanowski

Barb Leopoldt

H. Glenn and Nancy Martin

Steve and Ruby McCall

Kathleen McGinley

PJ and Lisa McGovern

Mike and Blakely Mechau

Scott and Mandie Mercier

Steve and Anne Meyer

Walt and Lucy Morrison

Andrea Nederveld and Robert Frazho

Peter Nichols

Gordon Nicholson and Lay Chin Chew-
Nicholson

Todd and Laura Ousley

Verda Patterson

William and Donna Patterson

Paul and Barbara Preston

Daniel and Elise Prinster

Wanda Wray Putnam

Doug Quimby

Catherine Robertson

Robert and Adele Suydam

Leota Sweetman McPeek

Rick and Deanna Taggart

Sandra Tinsman and Ben Herman

Anne Wenzel and David Miller

Amanda and Jeffrey Widener

Hollis Wilson

FRIENDS

John and Katharine Achziger

Joe and Marilyn Aieta

Gene and Arlene Albers

Steve and Debbie Allerton

John and Diane Anglim

Kathleen Amett

Barry and Susan Lowe Aspen Park
Investment Co, LLC

Alison Bailey

Samuel Baseler

Dr. Joel and Betty Bechtel

Virginia Beemer and Ande Peterson

Drew and Carrie Bennett

Jim and Penny Bennett

Miriam Blozvich

Dave and Laurie Bradshaw

James and Lynn Bragdon

Dean Bressler and Lesley McWhirter

Mark Brown

Bob and Judy Bubel

Nora and Susan Burleigh

Mitchell and Erla Burnbaum

Mary Buss

Michael Cammann

Don Campbell

Jerry and Sanda Carosella

Duane and Arleta Carr

Lee Cassin

Belle and Tom Chesnick

Philip Coebergh and Kayla Dodson

Charles and Sue Cooke

Sandie Cooper and David Hull

Marla Covey and James Marra

Matthew and Angela Deeths

Kim Dufty

William Ellinwood

Frances Ellinwood

Dorothy Espe

Patricia Fennell

Keith Fife and Kathy Portner
Jane Fisher-Byrialsen

Jan Foster

Bob Fuoco Fuoco Motor Co.
Gordon Gallagher

Barbara and Kim Garcia
Richard and Jean Gauley
Dee Brinegar Gay Johnson’s Inc.
Richard and Aylene Gerhardt
Dennis and Ruth Ann Ghiglia
Greg Gnesios and Amy Gibbs
Amy Golden and Robert Goodson
Mary Ann Greenhill

Andres Guevara

Trudee Gurley

Kathy Hall

Elizabeth Hall

James Haptonstall

David and Kathan Hartle
John and Glenda Heideman
Casady Henry

Mark and Sara Hermundstad
Dennis and Kathryn Herzog
Joe and Frances Higgins

Bob and Laurie Hill

Judith and Wayne Hopper
Jay and Sheila Hosburgh
Mary Hughes

Joan Humphrey

Barbara Johnson

Elaine Johnson-Craig

Doug and Laura Johnston
Dave and Becky Karisny
Kent Keith and Meridith Aldrich
Loralee Kerr

Jessica Klements

Sandi and Knute Knudson
Debbie Kovalik

Don and Shirley Kramer
Edwin and Suzane Krebs
Rick and Kim Krueger

Gary Lake and Jane Doughery-Lake
Danni Langdon and Carl Jacobson
Albert and Terry LaSalle

Ron and Judy Lease

Mac Lewis and Stephanie Marsicovetere
Kim Lewis

Susan Lohr

B.J. Longnecker and David Dietel
Tand D Loving

Renate Lunn

Jim and Margaret MacQueen
Terrill Malleck

Esteban Martinez

Ernie and Janelle McHugh
Jennifer Moore

Joseph and Linda Moreng
Bob and Juanita Moston
Blain Myhre

Pam Nicholls

Kathy Osborn

Judy Ousley

Thomas and Benita Phillips
Natasha Powers

Janis and Dan Price

Tony and Sally Prinster
Richard and Joan Quimby
Shari Raso

Margaret Rawlins

Robert and Christi Reece

Mel and Maurine Rettig
Peter Robinson
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
AND PARTNERS IN CONSERVATION

Leslie Robinson

lllene Roggensack

Danny Rosen

Brenda and Kevin Sabo
Angelina Salazar

Tim and Allison Sarmo

Jon and Tammy Schler

Dale and C.J. Schoenbeck

Heidi Schoenstein

John Schulz

Fred and Winona Schwartz
William and Carol Scott

Judith Sellers

Kari Sewell

Bob and Judy Silbernagel
William and Jeanne Sisson
Verne and Diana Smith

Gary and Giselle Smith
Michaelle Smith

Steven Spydell and Susan Smith
Randy Spydell

Ernest Stech

Walter Stout

Karen Swigart

Polly Tackett

Janis Thayer

Carol and Jerry Tompkins

David and Diane Trappett
Robert Traylor and Karen Hayashi
Phyllis Turner

Christine Tuthill

Richard Van Gytenbeek and Jane Hilt
Dave Vargo

Jean Waid and Jerry Fuxa

Frank and Thea Watt

David Wean

Joe and Del Wharton

Neville Woodruff and Leslie Schiller
Susan Yeager

SUPPORTERS

Gene and Diann Admire

Amy Agapito

Bob Armstrong

Daniel and Sherri Arosteguy

Sr. Anne Brost and Sr. Mary Glenn Benet
Hill Monastery

Fid and Deborah Braffett

Sharon Brennan

Sue Brown

Carole Brysky

Katey Buster

Gene and Maggie Byrne

Kenneth and Nancy Carter

Debe Colby

Kathleen Conway and Patrick Green

John Cossick

Cynthia Cyphers

Eilleen Duncan

Lisa Eckert

Peggy Ekrem

Judy Goodhart

Mary Grande

Kathleen Griffin

Douglas and Christine Grodt
David Grossman and Stephanie Shrago
Dennis and Joan Haberkorn
Jim Hays and Beverly Biggs
Josh and Kate Holmes
Stephanie Hudson

Larry and Erna Kay Ingram
Suzanne and Elise Jones
David and Deborah Kirch
Mike Kueber

Ann Lael

Barbara Leach

Irene Ledesma

Peggy and Tony Link

Pam Lochrie

Julie and Richard Matthew
Liane Mattson

Lanny McCormick

Josh McDaniel and Deb Kennard
Kim McPeek

Joan and Don Meyers
Stephanie and Garrett Mitchell
Carole Moritz

Steve Morrall

Diane Myers

Kathleen Nelson

Kurt Neuswanger

Summer Leigh Pearce
Michael Phillips

Karen Plessinger

Joel Prudhomme

Toni Ray and Jim Cox

Greg and Christie Robson
Julie Sabin and Bill Taylor
Brandy Schell

Melvin and Donna Scott
Clee and Mary Sealing
Kevin Sellers

Tony and Anna Smalley
Wayne and Joyce Smith

J D Snodgrass

William and Monica Solawetz
Jack and Duna Stephens
Stephen Stern

Brad Taylor

Stephen Vacca

Jody Valente

Barbara Voss

Ken and Nancy Watkins
Timothy and Julia Waugh
Donna Williams

Malcolm and Loris Wilson
Malinda Winter

Judith Woodbury

MEMBERS

Christina Andre
Martin and Sylvia Bingham

Sharon Blackburn

Briana Board

Phillip and Fran Born

Michael and Dee Burke

Stephen Carter

Theresa Chase

Angela Classen

William Cowles and Susan Barlow-
Cowles

Joanie Dahlen

Matthew Diers

Greg and Jean Dillon

Dusty Dunbar and Steven Bolton

Jason and Emily Farrington

Nancy Fehrmann

Jeanne Finch

Danny and Sharon Galloway

Marge and Tom Gleason

Craig and Lauren Goodknight

Martha and David Graf

Katherine Graham

Marlys Griggs

Mike and Sandra Grode

Joe and Veta Gumber

Joyce Hansen

Shannon Hatch

Joni Hernandez

Roberta Hettinger

Barbara hill

Pat and Leslie Hughes

Paul and Mary Hughes

Patrick Hummel

Richard Hyland

Lynn and Beth Kaeding

Jim and Heidi Kaiser

Dave and Teresa Kareus

Virginia and Randy Keller

Kaye Klausmeier

Eileen Lepisto

Tamera Minnick and Richard Alward

Sparky Moir-Sears

Ellen Moore and Ellsworth Lebeau

Lindsay Murdoch

Fini Oharek

Charles and Sharon Orr

Hope Painter

Bruce Phillips

Ken Pill

Nina Pinette

George and Elaine Rau

Gigi Richard

R.C. Ringstrand

Margaret Robb

Michelle and David Rohrbach

Rosemary Ryan

Jack and Judy Shoffner

Suwannee Smith

Hoppe and Cindy Southway

Doug Sprock and Eleanor Diamse

Robert Tallarico

Nancy Terrill

Steve and Jeanne Wenger

EVENT ATTENDEES

Cary Baird
Harry Brown
and Carolyn Richardson-Brown
Kent and Rita Brown
Linda and William Buvinger
George and Judy Callison
Orville and Bonnie Peterson
Pam and Malcolm Childers
Gary and Karen Curtis
Joe and Dana Elliott
Margery and Norm Fillinger
Andrew and Laura Gall
John and Linda Geer
Robin Gilman
Mike Hardy
Dean and Mary Harris
Mandy Harter
Steve and Robin Heil
Marlys and Frank Hoffman
Rich Hooper and Karen Mengel
John and Gail Howe
Annie Hughes and Pat Hubbard
Elaine Johnson-Craig
Melissa Jones
Pat and Cindy Kennedy
Jessica Klements
Nic and Mary Korte
Debbie Kovalik
Tom Latousek and Eva Malanowski
Pam Lochrie
Helen Love and Arvid Koppang
Jim and Margaret MacQueen
Dick and Jan Maynard
Steve and Ruby McCall
PJ and Lisa McGovern
Ernie and Janelle McHugh
Neil and Linda Mendenhall
Andrea Nederveld and Robert Frazho
Kathy Osborn
Janis and Dan Price
Daniel and Elise Prinster
Janet Scheevel
John Schulz
Fred and Winona Schwartz
Kenneth Scissors and Mary Thom
Steven Spydell and Susan Smith
Randy Spydell
Gary and Deborah Stetler
Max and Vicki Stites
Ken and Rebecca Storck
Keith and Paula Struckman
Sandra Tinsman and Ben Herman
Larry Traubel
Barry and Gail Tuohig
Laurian Unnevehr and Jerry Nelson
Dave Upchurch
Anne Wenzel and David Miller
Wayne Westerson and Alberta Husch

THANK YOU!

To all the landowners,
donors, volunteers,
community partners and
those who continue to
share the story of land
conservation.

Your support drives
the Mesa Land Trust to
conserve the lands that
define our community and
embody the best of western
Colorado’s rich agricultural
and natural heritage.

WAYS TO
SUPPORT
MESA LAND
TRUST

Donate Today!
www.mesalandtrust.org
After November 4th:
cowestlandtrust.org

Or send a check:

Mesa Land Trust

1006 Main Street
Grand Junction, CO 81501

Volunteer
Give us a call at
970.263.5443

Connect
Find us on
Facebook & Instagram:

Please Give Where You Live and support our
efforts to preserve the landscapes that enrich
our lives. Visit our website for more information.

TaE DAILY SENTINEL ® OcTOBER 29, 2017 Mesa Lanp Trust: Connecting Us With THE Lanps WE Love 15



WILDLIFE NEED SHELTER,
FOOD AND WATER
—JUST LIKE HUMANS

In 1999, Mercedes (Merce)
Cameron and Roberta (Bert)
Nieslanik ~ purchased  Ladder

Canyon Ranch with the goal of
improving habitat on the 1,760
acre Glade Park property. Since
that time they have focused their
energies on enhancing wildlife
habitat on this vast landscape,
which is surrounded by over 30,000
acres of public land managed by
the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM). Located 3,000 feet above
Grand Junction on the eastern flank
of Pinyon Mesa, Ladder Canyon
Ranch has breathtaking views of
the Grand Valley, Bookcliffs, and
Grand Mesa. When Merce and
Bert acquired the property, 1,600
acres were protected through a
conservation agreement. This past
spring, in an effort to preserve

even more habitat, they added the
remaining 160 acres to a revised
conservation agreement in 2015,
which also removed subdivision
rights on those parcels.

SHELTER

Merce is a retired physician and
Bert is a longtime criminal defense
attorney. However, you don’t have to
spend a great deal of time with them
to realize that they consider it their
real life’s work to provide an ideal
environment for wildlife, especially
the deer and elk that depend on the
ranch for winter habitat.

In order to protect wildlife, they
need open land to roam and raise
their young and critical winter
habitat to provide refuge from the
harsh weather at higher elevations.

“Winter habitat is scarce and

much of the loss of habitat in
Colorado is related to fragmentation
caused by development. There has
to be land designated for wildlife.
By partnering with Mesa Land
Trust we are assuring that this land
will forever be undeveloped and
available for use by wildlife,” said
Bert.

FOOD

At one time the property was
overgrazed by livestock, causing
a loss of native grasses and an
overgrowth of pinyon pines and
sage. However, in recent years
Merce and Bert have worked
with CSU Extension and Rocky

Mountain Elk Foundation to return
the land to the original native
grasses, including Indian ricegrass,
needle and thread, and galleta. In an
effort to control the pinyon pines, a
Christmas tree cutting party is held
every December.

WATER

In a high desert climate like
Glade Park, adequate water for
cattle, irrigation, wildlife, and
human use can be in short supply
throughout the year. To address this
issue, Merce and Bert constructed a
pipeline to carry water from springs
on the property to watering toughs
and ponds for use by wildlife.

Merce and Bert like to joke that
they bought their land “used” just
like everyone else. After learning
about the extensive habitat
restoration the two have completed
it would be fair to say that Ladder
Canyon Ranch is in “like new”
condition.

Merce joined the Mesa Land Trust
board of directors last year, and Bert
volunteers time on the fundraising
committee. 4

Thank you to our Gold Underwriters for their sponsorship of this publication

WITHERS SEIDMAN
RICE & MUELLER P.C.
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