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Dear Friends,

Colorado West Land Trust has been working in this beautiful landscape for over
40 years, and this year’s report shows how that long term investment yields
conservation impact. We have several highlights to share.

Fruitlands Forever: CWLT continues to conserve fruitland in the Grand Valley with
new easements on the Garlich and Sanders vineyards. Conserving these properties
supports first-generation farming, preserves scenic views, and protects the long
run health of agriculture in the Grand Valley.

Water Protection Plan: CWLT has adopted a strategic approach to our ongoing work
in water conservation. This plan aligns our work with regional and state water
goals, and provides a focus for our efforts in water conservation and watershed
restoration.

Monument Trail Final Phase: Ground was broken for the final phase of the
Monument Road bicycle trail at the Lunch Loops trailhead, connecting a 10-
mile loop from the Colorado River. This will complete the effort bequn in 2011
to enhance outdoor access and community connection to the land along this
important corridor to the Colorado National Monument.

Hawk Ranch and Parker Heaven:

We showcase two spectacular conserved properties -- one newly conserved (Hawk)
and one long-standing (Parker Heaven). These protected properties conserve
traditional ranching heritage, scenic views, wildlife habitat, and public land
connectivity.

Traditional Access: CWLT and partners hosted indigenous youth at a conserved
property on Glade Park to learn about traditional harvesting and uses of native
plants, offering an opportunity for them to connect with these practices on
ancestral lands of the Ute tribe.

The Forty Forever campaign came to fruition this past year, supporting these many
conservation efforts, and allowing us to deepen our impact. We are deeply grateful
for the support of our donors, volunteers, and landowners who make this possible.

With gratitude on behalf of the Board and staff of CWLT,

Laurian J. Unnevehr Rob Bleiberg
Board President Executive Director
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Forty Forever Success:
A New Chapter for Conservation in Western Colorado

Through this year’s annual report, we honor achievements made possible
through our community of supporters and the lasting impact it brings to
Western Colorado. Thanks to our donors, we have successfully concluded the
Forty Forever Campaign, raising $1.8 million to advance conservation in our
region. This support has empowered us to expand conservation efforts, restore
vital habitats, and enhance our ability to deliver on our mission.

The Forty Forever Campaign arose in response to critical challenges facing
our region: the pressures of warmer, drier conditions, increasing development,
and heightened recreational demands. Recognizing the urgency, our
community came together to seize this opportunity, and the results have been
extraordinary.

Every story in this report reflects our community’s commitment to
conservation. Each acre protected, habitat restored, and community connection
built serves as a reminder of what we can achieve together. Your belief in our
mission and dedication to preserving Western Colorado’s landscapes is the
driving force behind our work.

As we celebrate this achievement, we are filled with gratitude. Together, we
are not only building a more resilient, vibrant, and sustainable future for our
landscapes but also a stronger, more connected community.

With heartfelt appreciation,
The Colorado West Land Trust Team




Increasing Impact Across Our
Region

Thanks to the generous support of the

Forty Forever Campaign, we've significantly
expanded our ability to conserve and protect
Western Colorado’s landscapes, and with

this growth comes a greater impact. A major
milestone of this growth is the opening of our
new office in Montrose, which strengthens our
presence and impact across the region. This
office is now home to two Montrose-based
staff members who are actively collaborating
with landowners, partners, and the community
to advance conservation efforts.

The success of the campaign has also

allowed us to grow our team to 12 dedicated
professionals, each bringing specialized
expertise and a shared passion for our mission.
This expansion enhances our ability to address
the increasing demand for conservation on
the Western Slope, offering personalized
support to landowners while meeting the
complex challenges facing our region with
greater effectiveness and efficiency. By
strengthening our presence and growing our
team, we are increasing the impacts we're
making for Western Colorados landscapes and
communities.

Left photo by Malcolm Childers
Top right photo by Jason Hatfield

Middle photo: CWLT Staff, Front Row: Julia
Jacobson, Breeana Gumpert, Diana Cort Middle
Row: Will Hendricks, Allison Rehor, Julia
Currier, Ilana Moir Back Row: Nick Jacobson,
Rob Bleiberg, Alyssa Bentele, Libby Collins,
David Varner




Rooted in Conservation:
Two Families’' Dedication to
Protecting Palisade’s Farmland

For James and Laura Sanders, conserving an
additional 18 acres of their orchard was a decision
rooted in both personal and community values.
First-generation farmers, the Sanders started their
operation in 2007, driven by a dream to work the
land and provide fresh fruit to the local community.

Over time, the Sanders operation grew. They opened
a market, the Palisade Peach Shack, at the gateway
to Palisade providing a place for the community to
access fresh, local food. Through their pick-your-
own program, visitors come to harvest cherries, L,
apricots, and peaches, leaving with not only fruit but James and Laura Sanders W1th their three children,
a deeper connection to the land. Haven, Eden, and Henry (all named after peach
varieties) Photo courtesy of the Sanders Family

“We've been sharing our farm for over ten years now. It’s exciting to see how a kid lights up when they get
to pick their own peaches,” said James Sanders. “We want people to connect with agriculture and create
memories here”

The Sanders’ decision wasn't just about preserving land—it was about securing their family’s livelihood and

the future of the Palisade Peach Shack. “As first-generation farmers, it’s incredibly hard to get an agricultural
business off the ground,” James explained. “The conservation easement program has been a lifeline, helping

us manage debt and ensuring that we can keep our farm going. Without CWLT’s support, we wouldn’t have
made it”

Having previously partnered with CWLT to protect their land, this latest conservation project now ensures
that 100% of the Sanders’ property is permanently preserved. The Palisade Peach Shack will forever remain
farmland, ensuring future generations can enjoy the fruits of their labor—whether it’s tasting the sweetness
of local peaches or creating lasting family memories in the orchards.




- - A few miles away, John Garlich and his wife, Ursula
Merz, were facing a similar decision about the

future of their land. Hawk Ridge Vineyard, their
20-acre property, is renowned for its sweeping

views of the Palisade Rim and its high-quality grape
production. The property includes some of the most
valuable farmland in the region, thanks to its unique
placement. The vineyard produces a variety of grapes
that thrive in Palisade’s microclimate, ideal for fruit
and viticulture production

Like the Sanders, John and Ursula were drawn

to Palisade for its agricultural opportunities and
natural beauty. They dreamed of owning a vineyard
and winery where they could cultivate the land and
share local wine with the community. The Garlichs’
commitment to conservation was driven by their
desire to preserve the pristine views, high-quality
farmland, and the ability to share it with others.

“It was important for us to preserve our original
experience of standing on top of this hill and looking
all around at these gorgeous views,” said Garlich.
“Conservation easements are the only way to ensure
that valuable farmland like this doesn’t disappear
under development. We wanted to preserve not just
agricultural production, but also people’s ability to
experience it and reconnect with nature”

In 1980, a group of concerned fruitgrowers founded
CWLT, to protect their land from development
pressures. Since then, CWLT helped conserve nearly
900 of the 3,000 acres of fruitlands in the Grand Valley,
ensuring local food and scenic views remain part of
Palisade’s identity.

Central to this mission are the landowners whose
dedication to the land exemplify the importance of
conservation. Both the Sanders and Garlich families
share a deep connection to their land and a desire
to see it preserved. Their perseverance, passion, and
commitment to the land inspire all of us to protect
what makes Palisade—and our region—so special.

Bottom left and right page photos by Malcolm Childers

The protection of The Palisade Peach Shack and Hawk Ridge were made possible by Great
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) through the Keep It Colorado Transaction Assistance Program



Meeting the Moment:

Innovating Water Protection in the West

The late-spring sun warms the high alpine meadows,
thawing the first of the winter snow. Trickling streams
gather momentum, carrying life-giving water to
farms, families, and wildlife. This timeless cycle
sustains Western Colorado’s communities, from
outdoor recreation to local food supplies. But today; it
faces unprecedented challenges.

Hotter, drier conditions are reducing snowpack,
intensifying wildfires, and making water scarcer than
ever. Across the region, communities dependent on
healthy watersheds are grappling with uncertainty.
Yet, amidst these challenges, there is hope. CWLT is
meeting the moment with bold, innovative projects
to protect the water, land, and way of life that define
Western Colorado.

In 2024, CWLT introduced its Water Protection

Plan, a visionary strategy to confront the region’s

most pressing water challenges. This plan accelerates
land and water conservation, builds resilience in
vulnerable areas, and promotes sustainable practices—
all while aligning with key statewide initiatives like

the Colorado Water Plan and Basin Implementation
Plans.

“This plan represents our goal of viewing water in a
more systematic, comprehensive way, and increasing
action that we are taking on the ground to benefit

our community now and into the future,” says Rob
Bleiberg, CWLT’s Executive Director.

Restoring Forests, Protecting Watersheds

High on the north slope of the Grand Mesa, CWLT
is working with landowners to restore forests on
conserved lands. These efforts reduce wildfire risk,
improve wildlife habitats, and safeguard critical
watersheds that supply drinking water to the region,
including the Ute Water Conservancy District. By
enhancing forest health, CWLT is protecting water
supplies that communities depend on.

Keeping Water Available for Agriculture

CWLT’s most ambitious work focuses on preserving
irrigated farmland. As urban sprawl and water
speculation threaten the future of agriculture, CWLT
has introduced a “Buy-Protect-Sell” model.

Here’s how it works: CWLT acquires farms, protects
them with conservation easements, and then sells
them to local producers, prioritizing young and
underrepresented farmers. CWLT will partner with
experts to implement water-saving practices and
habitat restoration. This approach not only keeps
farmland productive but also ties water rights to the
land, ensuring they remain available agriculture.




Protecting Land & Water for Tomorrow
In 2024, CWLT made significant strides in conserving

irrigated farmland and ranchland. New conservation
easements in the Uncompahgre Valley, Powderhorn,
Crawford, Palisade, and Plateau Valley protect vital
agricultural lands and senior water rights, ensuring
these resources remain part of the region’s productive
landscape.

These conserved lands represent the livelihoods

of hardworking farmers, the vitality of local food
systems, and the enduring legacy of a region deeply
rooted in its agricultural heritage. By preserving these
landscapes, CWLT is helping to sustain a way of life
that supports communities and connects people to the
land.

Water is the lifeblood of Western Colorado. Protecting
water secures the future of agriculture, wildlife habitat,
recreation, and the close-knit communities that make
the region unique. CWLT’s work demonstrates the
power of creativity, collaboration, and determination
to address some of the toughest challenges of our
time.

As CWLT enters its fifth decade, it continues to meet
the moment with forward-thinking solutions. From
restoring forests to farmland protection, this effort
creates ripples of resilience across the region, ensuring
a thriving future for Western Colorado—one drop,
one acre, at a time.

Bottom left photo and top right photo by Robb Reece
Middle Right photo by Alex Nees
Bottom right photo by Jeft Stoddart
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The Missing Link: Closing the Final Gap on the Monument

Trail Redlands Loop

Over a decade ago, the Monument Trail was just

an idea—born from a vision of making Western
Colorado’s incredible landscapes accessible to
everyone in the community, a path connecting the
city’s neighborhoods, the riverfront, and the Lunch
Loop trails. A trail that would go beyond recreation,
offering a safer, more inclusive way for people of all
ages and abilities to explore the outdoors.

Yet, as visionary as this idea was, it would take years
of planning, teamwork, and investment to make it

a reality. Phase 1 of the Monument Trail opened

in 2020, immediately transforming how residents
interacted with the land. Bicyclists, walkers,
skateboarders, and families with strollers began to
flock to the new paved pathway, enjoying a space
where everyone could find a place.

Now, as we break ground on Phase 2, the “missing
link” that will complete the 10-mile Redlands
Loop, the Monument Trail stands as a testament to
what we can achieve together. This final phase will
stretch from the current trail’s end to South Camp
Road, creating a complete loop from the Colorado
Riverfront to the Lunch Loop Trailhead and back.

As traffic has surged along Monument Road, so has
the need for a safer route. For community members
like Jon Casson, Executive Director of Grand Valley
Youth Cycling, this phase of the trail is crucial. “We
meet at Wingate Elementary for practices to keep
our kids safe and reduce congestion at the main
Lunch Loop parking lot,” he explains. “But the traffic
on Monument Road can be unsafe for us. With this
new link, we'll have a safe, reliable way to get our
young riders to and from the trails”

To complete this vision, CWLT and the City of
Grand Junction have worked with Mesa County,

the Bureau of Land Management, Colorado Plateau
Mountain Bike Trail Association (COPMOBA), and
dedicated partners to plan, fundraise, and acquire
land. Since 2012, CWLT has acquired over 200 acres
along Monument Road to protect iconic views,
provide additional public open space, and ensure a
secure corridor for the trail’s completion

Passionate community support has empowered the
team to raise over $5 million. Community donors,
local businesses such as Alpine Bank, REI, MRP and
many others as well as organizations like Great
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Outdoors Colorado, One Riverfront, the Goodwin
Foundation, the Bacon Family Foundation, Western
Colorado Comunity Foundation, and El Pomar
Foundation ignited powerful grassroots fundraising
to achieve our community’s vision. And last year,
CWLT and the City raised an additional $1.8 million
to fund this last stage of construction, completing P
the final link that will unite the entire Redlands
Loop.

Now, as we stand at the Lunch Loop Trailhead

for the groundbreaking, it’s not just a shovel in

the ground. It’s a promise fulfilled to everyone
who has championed this project—people who
want a healthier, more connected, and accessible
community. The Monument Trail will open doors
for outdoor enthusiasts and casual visitors alike,
creating a lasting legacy of connectivity, safety, and
shared enjoyment of the outdoors. The Monument
Trail is a gift for today and a promise for tomorrow,
and it wouldn’t be possible without each of you.

Left photo: Christian Reece- Lottery Commission, Pat
Kennedy- Riverfront Foundation, Abe Herman- Grand
Junction Mayor, Kaite Smith- Great Outdoors Colorado,
Rob Bleiberg- CWLT, Ken Sherbenou- Parks and Rec.
Director, Libby Collins- CWLT

Right photo: Children biking on the completed phase
one of the Monumet Trail, by Robb Reece

2017
CWLT completes 5
land transactions
for Phase 1 of the
Monument Trail.

2018

Fundraising begins for
the construction of the
first phase of the Trail.

Mid-2025
Expected
completion of
the Trail.




10,468 Acres

of land protected in
2024, safeguarding
nine new properties
for future
generations.

30,966 Acres

of Gunnison Sage
Grouse habitat,
supporting
biodiversity and a
healthy ecosystem

18,618 Acres

of irrigated
farmland,
ensuring western
water interests
are protected

105,580 Acres

of winter elk
range, creating a
permanent haven
for animals

Over 30 Miles

conserved along
major rivers,
enhancing
watershed health
along the Colorado,
Gunnison, North
Fork, Dolores, and
Uncompahgre Rivers

planned giving, reach Breeana Gumpert at

2024 Financial Snapshot
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Leaving a Legacy for Future w/i

Chris Muhr has been a dedicated supporter of CWLT
for many years. As a fourth-generation local of the
Grand Valley, Chris feels deeply connected to the
landscapes that make Western Colorado unique.

“I would love to see all these lands that are being
conserved remain open and available for people to
farm, to see, and to experience,” Chris shares. “I hope
through my planned giving, the next generations will
have the opportunity to enjoy the fruits of my labor”

By planning today, Chris is helping to protect the
landscapes, agricultural heritage, and open spaces
that make Western Colorado special. His generosity

highlights the transformative impact planned giving can

have on the future of conservation.

If you would like more information regarding

breeana@cowestlandtrust.org.

Businesses & Other Nonprofits (0.5%)
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Over 144,000 Acres Conserved!

D A RIDEWAY
| EASEMENT SIZE

< 250 acres
250 - 750 acres

750 - 1500 acres

1500 - 3000 acres

= 3000 acres

2024 EASEMENTS INDICATED IN RED

Make an Impact!

To become a member or
renew your support, use
the enclosed envelope or
donate online by scanning
the QR code or visiting

cowestlandtrust.org/

donate.

..

WES E@ano
COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION

Thank You Western Colorado Community Foundation
We are grateful to the Western Colorado Community Foundation for their

support and partnership over the years. Through their network, WCCF has
connected CWLT with donors who share our vision.

“CWLT's dedication to preserving the unique landscapes of Western
Colorado deeply resonates with our donors. We are proud to help connect
their generosity to CWLT's mission, supporting the restoration and resilience
of these treasured lands,” said Emily Orbanek, Director of Programs &

Special Projects at WCCE
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Heaven's Gate: A Sanctuary for
Wildlife and a Legacy for Tomorrow

For nearly half a century, Charlie Parker and his wife Marsha

have admired the sprawling beauty of their land on Miller Mesa,
nestled in the rugged San Juan Mountains near Ouray. With
panoramic views of Mount Sneffels, lush meadows, serene creeks,
and dense aspen forests, their property, known as Heaven’s Gate
Ranch, embodies Colorado’s wild beauty and provides a sanctuary
for local wildlife.

Heaven’s Gate Ranch is a critical piece in the web of regional
habitat connectivity. Adjacent to the Uncompahgre National
Forest and close to the Mount Sneffels Wilderness, Heaven’s Gate
serves as an essential corridor for wildlife moving between these
vast areas. Elk, mule deer, and countless other species rely on
open landscapes for migration, foraging, and calving. With ponds
and riparian meadows that sustain everything from black bears
and mountain lions to migratory songbirds, the land teems with
life. As Charlie explains, “It’s all about conserving the land and
the wildlife. We're doing this not only for ourselves but for my
grandchildren and their children—to ensure they can experience
the land for years to come.”

Charlie and Marsha are committed to sharing the land’s beauty
and educating others about conservation. Partnering with

the Land Trust, they open Heaven’s Gate to field club hikes,
welcoming guests who come to experience the land’s serenity and
marvel at summer wildflower blooms. “People are amazed

Top left photo: Marsha and Charlie Parker Bottom left photo: Field
Club hike at Parker Heaven. Photos by Natalie Heller
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by what we've done here,” Charlie says, “and they leave inspired. Conservation has a ripple effect—one
person tells another, and more people see the value in protecting their own land.”

For the Parker family and visitors alike, this land is a place of tradition and memory. Generations have
explored the meadows, ridden horses through the pastures, and watched bald eagles soar overhead. Once
homesteaded for grazing and timber, Heaven’s Gate now thrives as a sanctuary. Forests of aspen and conifer
cover much of the property, while meadows burst with native grassland. Streams fed by natural springs
wind through the land, offering water sources for wildlife. Charlie is dedicated to keeping the ecosystem
intact, allowing nature to lead. “By protecting it, we're ensuring that this part of the forest stays wild, that
the scenery remains untouched, and that wildlife has a safe haven,” he says.

Through their conservation work, the Parkers have created a living legacy that resonates far beyond their
own property lines. For those hiking the nearby trails of the Uncompahgre National Forest and summiting
Mount Sneffels, Heaven’s Gate is a visible testament to Colorado’s wild beauty, beauty that is now
permanently protected. For Charlie, this land represents not only the solitude he values but also the future
he envisions—a Colorado where his grandchildren, and all those to follow, can encounter a landscape alive
with wildlife, abundant with native plants, and unspoiled by development.

In preserving their land, Charlie and Marsha S Ao R mae ey e

remind us that conservation is not just

about protecting places; it’s about inspiring
a community to recognize the irreplaceable
value of wild spaces and the deep
connections we all share with the landscapes
around us.

Top photo and right photo by Jason Hatfield




Five Cows and a Dream: The

Hawks’' Conservation Story

Nestled in the rolling hills of Crawford, beneath the
iconic Needle Rock, the Hawk family ranch stands as a
testament to perseverance, tradition, and the enduring
strength of community.

The story begins in 1951 when Darold Hawk’s

father, a World War II veteran, purchased property
in Crawford. To make ends meet, he drove a school
bus, delivered mail, and took on seasonal jobs like
tromping wool. This perseverance set the foundation
for what would become a multi-generational legacy.
Darold grew up steeped in the rhythms of ranch life
and dreamed of one day running his own operation.
“When I was little, I got paid $10 a day to punch
cows,” he recalled. “When I was out there with my dad,
I thought, ‘One day 'm going to own these cows, and
now I do”

Christy and Darold Hawk

Darold inherited 40 acres, and when he married his wife, Christy, 43 years ago, they began building their own
operation. Together, they poured heart and soul into building their ranch. “We had five cows and a dream,”
Christy said with a smile. Over decades of hard work and resilience, they expanded the ranch to 440 acres,
raising their four children on land that became the backdrop of their family’s story.

Darold has dedicated his life not only to his ranch but to his community. For over 45 years, he’s been a farrier,
shoeing horses across the region. “Horseshoeing isn't just a trade; it's a way of serving the community,” Darold
said, reflecting on the countless ranching families he’s helped. His contributions extend far beyond shoeing
horses— he’s served on ditch boards, stock boards, and fair boards, recently earning the Delta County Livestock
Association’s Service Award for his efforts.

Community lies at the heart of the Hawks’ ranching philosophy. They share grazing allotments with neighboring
ranching families in the West EIk Mountains, where cattle drives and cow camps evoke a timeless way of life.
Accessing these remote allotments requires horses and backpacks, not vehicles. The Hawks recount tales of
hauling cookstoves by mule up rugged trails to their cabins, “We're still a little bit Western,” Christy remarked.

7
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Despite their success, the Hawks have watched the
pressures of development creep into their valley.
Darold’s grandfather’s property, once part of the family’s
legacy, was sold and subdivided. Determined to protect
their land, the Hawks placed their property under

a conservation easement. “We’ve worked so hard to
keep this ranch, and we don’t want to see it developed,’

Christy said. “This land is going to stay the way it is.”

By conserving their ranch, Darold and Christy have
ensured that their children and future generations will
inherit not just the land but the values it represents. “In
the end, you hope to leave a legacy,” Christy reflected.
“The land is what you leave, and you leave it untouched.
Once the land is gone, you never get it back.”

To support the ranch’s sustainability, the Hawks are
building a barn to host weddings, creating a new way

to share their beloved landscape while safeguarding its
future. “Darold has worked so hard for this property;’
Christy said. “A lot of sacrifices and hard work went into
it” Darold added with a grin, “And it wouldn’t have been
possible without Christy”

Bottom left and bottom right photos by John Holder

This project was made possible by Great Outdoors
Colorado (GOCO) through the Keep It Colorado
Transaction Assistance Program

g %,

For the Hawks, Hawk Ranch is more than a
livelihood—it’s a legacy of grit, resilience, and love.
Through conservation, the Hawks have ensured that
their ranch will remain a sanctuary for agriculture,
wildlife, and the traditions of the West. “This land is a
dream come true, and we’re doing everything we can
to protect it,” said Darold.

Through their dedication, the Hawks have done more
than conserve a piece of Crawford—they’ve created

a legacy that celebrates the strength of the Western
spirit and the unbreakable bond between people and
the land. Hawk Ranch will remain a reminder that

with determination and vision, the land’s future can be
protected, one family at a time.




Connecting Land, Culture, and Community:
Rebuilding Indigenous Access to Ancestral Lands

Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk remembers
her grandmother pulling off the
highway, as she spotted a patch of
traditional plants growing in the
highway median. As cars roared by,
Regina and her grandmother carefully
gathered what was available, knowing
that each plant carried a piece of their
heritage. Accessing and harvesting these
plants is becoming increasingly difficult
for the Ute community. Climate change,
drought, and habitat loss are erasing the
landscapes where they once thrived. The
loss of access to these plants isn't just
about losing a resource—it’s about losing
traditions, stories, land connections,
and knowledge passed down through
generations.

For Indigenous communities like the
Ute, traditional plants serve as food,
medicine, culture, and identity. Access to
traditional territories and homelands has
challenged harvesters since the

designations of reservations. Harvesting within reservations boundaries has taken a toll over the decades
due to over harvesting, drought and climate change, leaving fewer plants for the next generation. And as
much of the Utes’ ancestral land now lies in private hands, access has become a significant challenge.

This is where land trusts can play a crucial role. By working with landowners, we can build relationships
and help reconnect Indigenous people to the lands their ancestors once lived and harvested, restoring
access to traditional plant gatherings and ensuring the preservation of these essential cultural practices.

CWLT, with the help of Montezuma Land Conservancy and Regina Lopez- Whiteskunk, is developing a
Traditional Harvest Program, a bridge between landowners and the Ute communities. The program’s focus
is to identify key plants, seeds, and materials significant to Indigenous culture and, with the cooperation of
conserved landowners, provide access to these resources.

This past fall, CWLT took an important step toward this vision. In partnership with the Western Slope

Native American Resource Center (WSNARC ) and Crow Canyon Archaeological Center we hosted our
first Traditional Harvest/ Indigenous Land Access Program event.

Photos from Traditional Harvest event at Glade Park
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The event took place at Ladder Canyon Ranch

in Glade Park, a conserved property cared for by
Roberta (Bert) Nieslanik and Mercedes (Merce)
Cameron. It was a day of learning and connection,
where Indigenous youth and tribal members came
together to connect with their cultural heritage.

Crow Canyon’s Tyson Hughes led the group through
the examination of ancient tools and artifacts,
teaching the youth about the ingenuity of their
ancestors, including a flintknapping demonstration
to create an arrowhead. With his guidance, they
learned to throw darts with an atlatl, and crafted
jewelry using traditional methods—learning not
only new skills but the deeper significance behind
these practices.

The day’s lessons also extended to traditional foods.
A Ute elder demonstrated how to harvest and enjoy
pinions, a staple food of the region, creating a link to
a tradition that has sustained Indigenous people for
centuries.

“All Natives, Ute, Diné, and others have always had
a deep respect for managing and understanding

the balance needed between nature and the lands,”
shared Monique Terpstra, WSNARC director. “We
are not separate from the lands we own now or once
used to own—we are part of the land, and it is not
separate from us. WSNAC believes through all the
past trauma that has happened and for our future
generations, the land helps bring healing, substance,
a connection, and happiness.”

The day provided a sense of reconnection—to the
land, to the ancestors, and to traditions that still hold
deep meaning today.

“It is a privilege and an honor to do this work and

I am especially thankful to Monique Terpstra and
WSNARC for trusting us and partnering with CWLT
and our landowners,” said Diana Cort, staff lead

for the program at CWLT. “Hearing from Monique
about the excitement the elders and youth felt during
this experience was inspiring. We look forward to
creating more opportunities to restore meaningful
connections.”

Through the Traditional Harvest and Indigenous
Land Access Program, CWLT is committed to
expanding access for Indigenous communities

to gather traditional plants, materials, and foods,
ensuring that these vital cultural practices endure
and keeping the stories and traditions of the land
alive. Together, with the support of landowners,
Indigenous partners, and our community, we
can continue to build these bridges and create
opportunities for people to reconnect with their
ancestral lands.

“WSNARC and CWLT are working to get our youth
connected to our ancestral lands to help with our
identity, pride, spirituality, and traditions.” said
Monique. “We are looking forward to the summer of
2025 and planning more events for the future.”



In 2024, our events brought together a vibrant community of supporters, partners, and landowners who share
a deep passion for conservation. These gatherings allowed us to strengthen connections, celebrate shared
achievements, and showcase the lasting impact of preserving Western Colorado.

As we look ahead to another year of conservation and community, we hope to see you at our events in 2025.
Together, we can continue connecting with the lands we love and the people who help protect them for future
generations.

Volunteer Events

Throughout the year, CWLT
hosts a variety of volunteer
events, Among these efforts are
the Monument Stewards, a group
that meets weekly to improve
and maintain areas along the
Monument Trail.

Riverfront Trail
Celebration

We celebrated the portion of

the Riverfront Trail generously
donated by the Arnett family,
honoring their commitment with
a new commemorative biligual
sign and a community gathering.

Cranes & Cocoa

In December, we hosted a
gathering of community
members to witness the sandhill
crane migration at the conserved
Crane Landing Boat Ramp in
Delta.

Field Club Events

We host Field Club events
offering supporters opportunities
to connect with conserved lands.
This year’s highlights included

a hike at Parker Heaven,
birdwatching at Avant Vineyards,
and a tour of the Shavano Rock
Art site.

Fall Open Houses

Our Fall Open Houses in Grand
Junction and Montrose provide
an opportunity to connect with
supporters, celebrate our shared
successes, and share exciting
updates about conservation in
our region.
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Thank you to the businesses listed here for their generous sponsorships. Your support plays a vital role in
advancing our mission to conserve the landscapes that make Western Colorado so special.If your business is
interested in joining this incredible group of supporters, wed love to hear from you! Please reach out to our
Development Director, Breeana Gumpert, at breeana@cowestlandtrust.org to learn more about sponsorship
opportunities. Together, we can make a lasting impact for our lands and communities.




To Our Generous Supporters

*Monthly Sustaining Partners listed in bold.

We honor the wishes of those who ask that we do not publish their names. If we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name,
please accept our apology and let us know. The list represents donations from Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2024.

451 Wine Valley Road, LLC
Ames-Burgess Ranch, LLC
Dancing Sunshine Farm, LLC
Dry Creek Farms, LLC

Flying Triangle, LLP

Hawk Ranch Property
Hawkridge Vineyards Property
Opoch Mesa, LLC

Ozyp Property

Alfred Eames Cellars

Allan Beezley

Big B’s Fabulous Juice’s

Black Bridge Winery

Carlson Vineyards

ESRI

Microsoft

Networks Unlimited

Palisade Brewing Co.

Pamela and Malcolm Childers
Pomona Brewery Co.

Rob Reece Photography

SGM Engineering

Talbott’s Cider Co.

Tomichi Creek Ecostem Services

Alpine Bank

Atlasta Solar Center

Bio-Logic

Carlson Vineyards

Chamberlin Architects

Chevron Corp

CommWest

CropWorx

Enstrom’s Candies

GHO

Handlebar Tap House

Hoskin, Farina, and Kampf, Professional
Corp.

Kaart Group

Mandy Harter, REMAX/4000 Inc.
Mountain Power Solutions

Mountain Racing Products

Mt. Garfield Wealth Management Group
Networks Unlimited

Pomona Brewing Co.

Redwood Financial

REI CO-OP

Ruby Canyon Environmental

SGM Engineering

Tax Credit Connection

The UPS Store #1349

Trail Life Brewing

Two Rivers Trust Co.

Withers, Seidman, Rice, Mueller, Goodbody

The Arches Foundation

BeP Earthwise Foundation

Chevron Corp

Colorado Gives Foundation

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Colorado Water Conservation Board

Forever Our Rivers Foundation

Give Lively Foundation

Great Outdoors Colorado

Keep It Colorado

Land Trust Alliance

LP Brown Foundation

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Sessions Family Foundation - Holly Brake

Telluride Foundation

The Laura Jane Musser Fund

Walton Family Foundation

Water Foundation

Western Colorado Community Foundation:
Admire Family Memorial Fund
Barbara and Ed Chamberlin Fund

Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher

Fund

Bob and Kate Denning Fund

Bruce Dixson Fund

Conservation Grants Fund

Dave and Mary Wood Fund

Delta Community Fund

Hillhouse Fund

Jesse and Betsy Boyce Fund

Laura and Doug Johnston Fund

Nancy T. Wilson Fund

Ouray Community Fund

Pass It On Fund

Surface Creek Community Fund
Wilson Family Foundation

Bureau of Land Management

City of Fruita

City of Grand Junction

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Town of Palisade

Town of Ridgway

William S. and Mai N. Robinson
Charitable Trust

Lynn Wegener

In Honor Of:
Rob Bleiberg
Rebecca Frank and George Orbanek
Delvin Hagemann
Christine Magnarella Ray
Mary Hughes
Mandy Hughes
Helen Love
Jim and Kathy O’Shea
Janine and Kirk Rider
Mary and Hugh Wise
Mike and Jean Sewell
Sharon and Daniel M. Brener
Polly, Barrett, Vivian and Bob Toan
Larry and Barbara Meckel
Tom & Lynette Richardson
Caroline Richardson
In Memory Of:
Theodore E “Ted” Albers
Maxine Albers (Carnes)
Venable Barclay
Nancy Terrill
Jim and Lois Byrom
John Byrom
Margery Fillinger
Leslie Blackham
Barbara and Ed Chamberlin
Pamela and Malcolm Childers
Katherine D Daniels
Zach and Laken Eyler
Kate and Ken Fischer
Richard and Amy Fillinger
Norman Fillinger
Mary and Paul Hughes
Max and Vicki Stites
Samantha Huber
Kay Gervais
Ed Masteller
Amy Golden & Robert Goodson
John Pabst
Mary and Paul Hughes
Jack and Betty Richardson
Max and Vicki Stites
Roger Shenkel
Richard and Theresa Ahern
Lee and Kay Ambrose
Bruce Bauerle
Betty Bechtel
William and Betsy L. Brodak
David and Suellen Brennan
Robert and Holly Brownson
Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher
Barbara and Ed Chamberlin
Pamela and Malcolm Childers

James and Janet Comerford
Mary Jane and Alan Freeland
Cathy and Art Gardner
Judy Goodhart
Joyce Hofman
Judith and Wayne Hopper
James and Catherine Hollingsworth
Steven Huff
John and Kathy Hurt
Mary and Paul Hughes
Larry and Erna Kay Ingram
Dr. Paul and Marilyn Jones
Eileen Lepisto
Helen Love and Arvid Koppang
Karen and Mark Madsen
Andrew and Amy Mohler
Dan and Carol Patten
James Perlmutter
James and Molly Porter
Lynette G. Richardson
Jacquie Chappell Reid
Tllene Roggensack
William and Carol Scott
William and Jeanne Sisson
Rita Shenkel
R. Mike and Jean Sewell
Susan Sayers
Max and Vicki Stites
Polly Tackett
Donna Williams
Nancy and Robert Wilson

Patrick E. Simmons
Denice Simmons

Douglas Young
Laura H. Young

Benefactor

Diann Admire

Lee and Kay Ambrose

Tina Elliott-Armstrong and Drew
Armstrong

Mercedes Cameron

George and Judy Callison
Parker and Mary Carlson
Pamela and Malcolm Childers
James and Janet Comerford
Ann Cooper

Sandie Cooper and David Hull
Matthew Cyphers

Durfee Day

Steve and Lysa ErkenBrack
Norman Fillinger

William and Jane Findlay
Ruth Gormley

Dave and Chele Hawks

Steve and Robin Heil

Frances Sloatman & Thomas Harding
John and Penny Hopkins
Greg and Dorothy Hoskin

Ann Hughes, Pat Hubbard & Erin
Hubbard

William and Anna Hutchins
Doug and Laura Johnston
Larry Jones

David Jones

Sandi and Knute Knudson
Thomas Latousek

Helen Love and Arvid Koppang
Karen and Mark Madsen

Don MacKendrick

James and Susan Maclean
David Mayer

John McBride

Chuck and Kendra McDaniel
Bill and Ginger Mitchell
Adriane Moline

Joseph and Linda Moreng
Della Mottram

Chris Muhr

Bob Murphy

Jan Muyskens

Roberta Nieslanik

Gordon Nicholson & Lay Chin
Chew-Nicholson

Amy Nuernberg & Owen O’Fallon
Brian and Joyce Olson

Barb Parish & Gary Roberts
Patricia Powell

Gary Preslan

Janis and Dan Price

Gudrun Rice & Charles Kerr
Stephen and Laura Rossetter

Rita Shenkel

Randy Spydell & Debra Clark

Ken and Rebecca Storck

Bonnie Talbott

Andy and Lauren Thliveris

Vivian and Robert Toan

Jean Waid & Jerry Fuxa

Lenna and Stephen Watson

Mary Watson Seybold & John Seybold
Kate and Ken Weissenburger
Joe and Del Wharton

Mary and Hugh Wise

Nancy and Robert Wilson

Ira and Roxanne Yates

Mark and Sheila Zipse

Patron

Maxine Albers (Carnes)
Ivan Alkes

Richard and Martha Arnold
Susie Attaway

Charlie and Janice Ashton
Rob Bleiberg & Sheri Covey
David and Ann Brach
Sharon and Daniel Brener
Stan and Cindy Carlson
Becky and Daren Cole

Kate Denning

Debbie Donovan

John Driscoll

Gary and Molly Fitzpatrick
Rick and Tami Garmany
Tim Garvey

Janice Harshman

John and Glenda Heideman
Ken Hodson

Judith and Wayne Hopper
Paul and Marilyn Jones
Dale and Jan Jones

Pat and Cindy Kennedy
Edwin Krebs

Marilee Langfitt

Elaine Leigh

Thomas Lisowski

Brian and Linda Mahoney
Larry and Barbara Meckel
Neil and Linda Mendenhall
Steven and Anne Meyer
Andrew and Amy Mohler
James and Kathy Montgomery
Pam Mueller & Michael Fitzmorris
Paul Padyk & Lucy Graham
‘Wanda Wray Putnam
Caroline Richardson
Lynette Richardson

Pam and Ted Romig

Danny Rosen

Tim and Allison Sarmo
John Schultz

R. Mike and Jean Sewell
Steve Smith

Anthony Stewart

Billy and Susan Towles
George Wheeler

Scott and Sheelagh Williams
Laura Wilson

Arlena Wood

Ivan and Jane Wood

Donor

Janet and Joe Azbell
Michael Baker

Richard and Carol Barron
David Becher

Betty Bechtel



Philip Born

Charles and Robbie Breaux
James and Lynn Bragdon

Lynn Brownson

Bernie and Mary Beth Buescher
Gwen Cameron

Belle and Tom Chesnick

Karen Combs

Jon Davison & Sally Cruikshank
Deedee Decker

Lammot DuPont

Sara and Daniel Friedman

Tim and Christy Fry

Lee and Patty Gelatt

Amy Golden & Robert Goodson
Thomas Gougeon

Mary Grande

Kathleen Griffin

Mike and Sandra Grode
William and Ursula Hall
Daryl and Kristi Haan

Bill Haggerty

Will Hays & Shawn Carstensen Hays
Mark and Sara Hermundstad
William and Jill Hilty

Barry and Patricia Holcomb
Doug and Kathryn Hovde
John and Jackie Howard

John and Gail Howe

Steven Huff

Kirsten Kurath & Derall Willis
Michael LeBaron

Steve and Ruby McCall
Kathleen McGinley

Byron and Tina McNew

Eric Mendell

Ralph and Claudette Moore
Alexander and Tanya Nees
Lyle Nichols & Dorothy Espe
Charles and Marsha Parker

Ken Pill & Marilyn Kastens
Trent and Michelle Prall

Paul and Barbara Preston

Steve and Laura Price

Jane Quimby & Gerry Cowhig
Richard and Joan Quimby

Ken Ransford

David and Blanche Roberts
Illene Roggensack

Angelina Salazar

Don and Maren Schuster
William and Carol Scott

Judith Sellers

Marvin and Gwendolyn Sublette
Leota Sweetman-McPeek

Karen Swigart

Laurian Unnevehr & Gerald Nelson
Kirsten Willis

William and Carol Scott

Friend

John and Katharine Achziger

Scott Aker & Amy Carmichael
Carla Alcox

Kent and Joyce Alexander

Tamra Allen

James Armstrong

Kathleen Arnett

Leah Audin

Cecilia Barr

James Bellamy & Kathleen Gasaway
Jim and Penny Bennett

Gretchen Bering

Leslie Blackham

Jesse and Betsy Boyce

Fielding and Deborah Braffett

Dean Bressler & Lesley McWhirter
Todd Brown & Lauren Bloemsma
Carole Brysky

Michael Cammann

Jess and Lynda Campbell

Jerry and Sandra Carosella

Susan Chandler Reed and Alan Reed
John and Mallory Clark

Amanda Clements & Tony Hoag
Debe Colby

Paul and Robin Conway

Kathleen Conway & Patrick Green
Judy Craddock

Marla Covey & James Marra
Russell Davies

Steve and Geralyn Dennis
Matthew Diers

Michael Dowling

Dusty Dunbar & Steven Bolton
Lisa Eckert

Evan Ela

Liz Elam

Suzi Evans

Zach and Laken Eyler

Emily Festger

Keith Fife & Kathy Portner
Richard and Amy Fillinger

Kate and Ken Fischer

Rebecca Frank & George Orbanek
Joan Frisbie and Peter Hollis
Elizabeth Fulton

Kim Gage

Andy and Laura Gall

B.J. and Kim Garcia

Richard and Jean Gauley

Eileen Gavin & Denis Guenther
George and Gayle Gerson
Dennis and Ruth Ann Ghiglia
Ann Gibson & Arthur Smith
Marge Gleason

Clay Goldberg & Shannon Neil
Craig Goodknight

Linda Gray

Jim and Betsy Greslin

Douglas Grodt

Robert and Nancy Hackett
Elizabeth Hall

James Haptonstall

Dean and Mary Harris

David and Kathan Hartle
Stanley and Sharon Hayes
Stephen Hayward

Kathleen Hedlund

Ron and Judy Hegge

Noble and Natalie Heller
Roberta Hettinger

Bob and Laurie Hill

Tom and Sue Hillhouse

Mike and Sharon Hoffman
James and Catherine Hollingsworth
Arlen Huggins & Vicki Warner-Huggins
Patrick and Katie Hummel
Martha Hut & Jonathan Rosen
Larry and Erna Kay Ingram
Laurie Iversen

Jennifer James

Richard and Mary Ann Janson
Elaine Johnson

Kenneth Keeley

Dave and Becky Karisny

Kent Keith & Meridith Aldrich
Deborah Kennard & Josh McDaniel
Paul and Kaci Knaysi

Nic and Mary Korte

Rick and Kim Krueger

Gary Lake

Judy Lease

Peggy and Tony Link

Grace Logsdon

Susan Lohr

Barry and Susan Lowe

Rick and Peggy Lyon

Terry and Paula Malleck

April Marlow

Kristy Martin

Nick Massaro

Liane Mattson & Neal Schwieterman
Tamara McCammon

Aimee McAbery

Marjorie McKenna

Mike and Blakely Mechau
William Meyer

Tamera Minnick & Richard Alward
Bob and Juanita Moston

Eleanor Muhr

Kathleen Nelson

Jennifer O’'Donnell

Guy and Lori Parker

Larraine Pallas

Bruce and Melanie Phillips
Thomas and Benita Phillips
Darien Rice

Earl and Cindy Rhodes
Janine and Kirk Rider

Clark and Katy Rieves
Catherine Robertson

Ed Rosenberg

Celeste Rossmiller

Cheryl Roy

Craig Scharton

Sherry Schenk

Jon and Tammy Schler

Dale and C.J. Schoenbeck
Fred and Winona Schwartz
Kenneth Scissors & Mary Thom
Jessica Segrest

Peg Sharp

Harold Shaw

Janice Shepherd

Michaelle Smith

Britt Smith & Sue Harris

Dr. Verne and Diana Smith
John Toolen & Diane Smith
Eugene and Linda Spinner
Gary and Deborah Stetler
Max and Vicki Stites

Polly Tackett

Gaynelle Tellman & Stephen Tellman
Carol and Jerry Tompkins
Jane Trexler

Barry and Gail Tuohig
Christine Tuthill

Becky and Dale Utt

Stephen Vacca

Jody Valente & David Scott
Richard Van Gytenbeek & Jane Hilt
Rein and Jan Van West
Timothy and Julia Waugh
David Wean & Cynthia Zabin
Anne Wenzel & David Miller
Terri Wenzlaff

Susan Werner & Bruce Ackerman
Wayne Westerson & Alberta Husch
Dan and Connie Whalen
Craig Whitlock

Donna Williams

Marla and Indra Wood

Judy and Alan Workman
Donna Williams

Marla and Indra Wood

Judy and Alan Workman
Susan Yeager

Laura Young

Les and LeAnn Zetmeir

Kurt and Heather Zimmer

Supporter

Amy and Dave Agapito

John and Diane Anglim
Daniel and Sherri Arosteguy
Fred and Jodi Barbero
Patrick Barker

Virginia Beemer & Ande Peterson
Bruce and Vicki Benge
Brandy Bertram

David Black

Melisa Blok

Miffie Blozvich

Jerry and Wendy Burrell
Mary Buss

Christian and Beth Buys
Clay and Harriet Carpenter
Janelle Carsten

Stephen Carter

Kenneth and Nancy Carter
Barbara and Ed Chamberlin
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Elizabeth Collins

Mary Coombs
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Judy Goodhart
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Michael and Gladys Kelher
Victor Ketellapper

Piera Kllanxhja

Robert Kurtz
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Jim and Sue Nall

Frank Nemanich
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Toni Ray & Jim Cox

Brenda & Kevin Sabo
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James and Carol Schott

Ellie Schulz

Clee and Mary Sealing

Kevin and Jenn Sellers

Carolyn Servid

Denice Simmons

Karin Slater

Gary and Giselle Smith
William and Monica Solawetz
Ken West

Barbara Willis

Charles and Marjorie Wilson
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Sharon Blackburn

Cheryl Bodie

Mark Brown

Susan Brown

Michael and Dee Burke
John Byrom
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Angela Dye
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Hannah George
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Neal Gilman

Don and Marsha Grant
Breeana Gumpert & Nick Gumpert
Elise Jones
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Jesse Lipson

Eileen Lepisto

Bonnie Lewis

Linda Loughrey

Julia McHugh

Mary McCutchan
Stephanie Matlock

Diane Myers

Mary and Jim Narrod

Jack and Jolene Neckels
Carolyn Norblom

Cathey Pabst

Hope Painter

Alice Frances Parker

Kevin and Jackie Parks
Karen Plessinger

Arleen Richter

Paul Rolland

Rosemary Ryan

Julie Sabin & Bill Taylor
Julie Sarazin Grode

Howard Schiff & Cynthia Turner
Merrideth Sieckert

Jon Sirkis

Hoppe and Cindy Southway
Nancy Terrill

Tincy Von Atzingen

Larry and Sheryl VanHole
Ken Watkins

Kerry Wilson
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